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STREAKING
Entering play on Thursday, Mickey Moniak of the Colorado Rockies leads Major League Baseball with an 18-game 
hitting streak, while Nick Kurtz of the Athletics has reached base safely in 30 consecutive games. 

Moniak is hitting .371 (26-for-70) with six homers, seven doubles, a triple, six walks, 14 runs scored, a stolen base, 
a .757 slugging percentage, a .429 on-base percentage and a 1.186 OPS during the current stretch. It is tied for the 
longest hitting streak of his career, matching an 18-game streak in July 2023 as a member of the Los Angeles Angels. 
It is the longest hitting streak by a Rockies player since Brendan Rodgers hit in 20 consecutive games from May 
9-June 2, 2022. Moniak’s streak is the second-longest hitting streak this season behind only Ildemaro Vargas’ 24-
game streak for the Arizona Diamondbacks, which snapped on May 1st. There has been at least one hitting streak of 
20 games in every season since at least 1990. 

Kurtz is batting .282 (31-for-110) with five homers, 17 RBI, five doubles, 31 walks, 16 runs scored, three stolen bases, a 
.440 on-base percentage and a .904 OPS during his streak. It is the longest on-base streak of his career and the longest 
on-base streak by an Athletics player since Matt Chapman reached in 30 consecutive games between July 11-August 
17, 2018. If Kurtz extends the streak to 31 games, it will be the longest by an A’s player since Jack Cust reached safely 
in 40 straight games from August 26, 2008-April 18, 2009 and the longest in a single season since Mark Ellis reached 
in 32 consecutive games from August 16-September 19, 2007. Kurtz, who turned 23 on March 12th, has the longest on-
base streak for a player aged 23-or-younger since Gunnar Henderson reached base safely in 36 consecutive games  
for the Baltimore Orioles between May 2-June 29, 2024. 

Kurtz drew a walk in 20 consecutive games from April 9th-May 2nd, tying Barry Bonds for the second-longest streak 
since walks have been recorded (1910 in NL, 1913 in AL). Roy Cullenbine holds the Major League record, drawing a walk 
in 22 consecutive games with the Tigers during the 1947 season.



CHICAGO CARDIACS
Following their win today, the Chicago Cubs are riding a nine-
game winning streak, which included walk-off victories in each 
of their first three games against the Cincinnati Reds. The Cubs 
have six walk-off wins, pacing the Majors, and their six walk-off 
wins through 37 team games are Chicago’s most since 1996. 
Overall, Chicago has won 15 consecutive games at Wrigley Field. 

The Cubs are the first team to win three consecutive games in 
walk-off fashion since the Miami Marlins on June 18-21, 2024. 
It is the first time Chicago accomplished the feat since June 
18-20, 2009. Additionally, it was the fourth time in franchise 
history that the Cubs won three consecutive games against 
the same opponent via a walk-off, joining August 16-18, 1932 
(vs. Boston Braves); August 28-31, 1932 (vs. New York Giants); 
and September 27-28, 1943 (vs. New York Giants). 

Chicago’s current nine game winning streak is their second-
longest of the season behind a 10-game winning streak from 
April 14th-24th. Overall, they have gone 19-3 since starting 
the 10-game streak on April 14th, marking the best record in 
Baseball during the stretch. 

It is the first time the Cubs have recorded multiple winning 
streaks of at least nine games within a single season since 
1935 when they racked up 11 wins in a row from July 23rd-31st 

and then won 21 straight from September 4th-27th. Per Sarah 
Langs of MLB.com, Chicago is the seventh club in MLB history 
with multiple winning streaks of at least nine games within 
their first 38 decisions of a season. The Cubs joined the 1955 
Dodgers; 1941 Cardinals; 1918 Giants; 1912 Giants; 1887 St. 
Louis Browns; and 1880 Chicago White Stockings, who are 
now the Cubs. 

The Cubs current 15-game winning streak at home is now the 
second-longest in franchise history within a single season, 
and their longest since a 14-game streak from May 18-June 
22, 2008. Chicago set a franchise record with 18 consecutive 
home wins from September 4-22, 1935. It is the longest home 
winning streak by any club since the New York Yankees won 15 
consecutive games in the Bronx from May 24-June 23, 2022. 
The last club to win more than 15 consecutive games at home 
was the Houston Astros, winning 18 straight in 2004. 



UNBLEMISHED
Entering play on Thursday, five starting pitchers and one additional relief pitcher have begun the 2026 
season with an unbeaten record through at least five starts. The group includes Justin Wrobleski and Tyler 
Glasnow of the Los Angeles Dodgers; Edward Cabrera of the Chicago Cubs; Eduardo Rodriguez of the Arizona 
Diamondbacks; Max Meyer of the Miami Marlins; and PJ Poulin, who has been used as an opener five times by 
the Washington Nationals with both of his wins coming as a reliever. 

Wrobleski is the fifth starting pitcher since at least 1913 to open a season with wins in each of his first five 
starts, while allowing two-or-fewer combined runs. He joins José Soriano (1 R in 2026); Fernando Valenzuela (1 
R in 1981); Al Benton (2 R in 1945); and Hall of Famer Walter Johnson (1 R in 1913). Along with Emmet Sheehan, 
who went 2-0 across his first five starts of the season, it is the fifth time in the last seven seasons that at least 
three Dodgers starters have been unbeaten through at least their first five starts of the season. Los Angeles 
also achieved the feat in 2020 (3 SP), 2021 (6 SP), 2022 (6 SP) and 2025 (3 SP). 

Cabrera’s seven starts without a loss are the most by a Cubs starter since Colin Rea in 2025. He is aiming to 
become the first Cubs starter to not take a loss within his first eight starts of the year since Shota Imanaga 
and Javier Assad went undefeated in their first nine and 10 starts of 2024, respectively. 

Rodriguez’s seven starts without a loss are the most by a Diamondbacks starter since Merrill Kelly went 
undefeated across his first 12 starts in 2024. Meyer’s seven-game streak is the longest to begin a season for 
the Marlins since Caleb Smith went undefeated across his first seven starts of 2019. José Fernández was the 
last Marlins pitcher to remain undefeated through at least their first eight starts of a season, going 6-0 across 
his first 10 starts of 2015. 

Below is a look at the complete list of starters who are undefeated through their first five starts of 2026:

2026 INTERLEAGUE TRACKER

	 League	 2026 Record	 Batting Average	 ERA
	 American League	 78-99	 .234 (1,375-for-5,882)	 4.35
	 National League	 99-78	 .248 (1,470-for-5,925)	 4.00

In 2025, American League teams defeated National League teams 367 times in an  
MLB-record 720 Interleague games (previous record: 690 G in 2023 and 2024).  

It was the third year of MLB’s balanced schedule. 

2026 UNBEATEN MAJOR LEAGUE STARTERS
(min. 5 Games Started)

PLAYER W-L GS IP H R (ER) BB SO ERA AVG NEXT SCHEDULED START

Justin Wrobleski, LAD 5-0 5 36.0 26 5 (5) 10 15 1.25 .197 Sunday vs. ATL

Edward Cabrera, CHC 3-0 7 41.1 39 17 (15) 14 37 3.27 .255 Saturday @ TEX

Tyler Glasnow, LAD 3-0 7 39.2 20 12 (12) 13 49 2.72 .149 TBD

Eduardo Rodriguez, AZ 3-0 7 39.2 32 12 (11) 19 29 2.50 .213 TBD

Max Meyer, MIA 2-0 7 37.0 25 12 (11) 13 40 2.68 .182 Today vs. BAL

PJ Poulin, WSH 2-0 5 17.1 14 7 (7) 9 12 3.63 .219 TBD



DEVELOPS ON THE DIAMOND
HTOWN REUNITES: On July 11, 2025, Commissioner’s Cup, Breakthrough 
Series, Houston Astros Nike RBI and Astros Youth Academy alumni Brice 
Matthews made his Major League debut with the Astros. Less than a year 
later, 2017 DREAM Series, 2016-18 Houston Astros Nike RBI program and 
Astros Youth Academy alumni Cameron Foster made his Major League 
debut with the Baltimore Orioles on April 16th, joining Matthews as the 
second Astros Youth Academy alumni to debut in the Majors. On April 30th, 
the Astros and Orioles finished off the final game of their three game set in 
Baltimore. In the fifth inning with Foster on the mound, Matthews stepped 
up to the plate, ripping an infield single off of Foster. Prior to the game, 
two two Astros Youth Academy met up with each other and Duane Stelly, 
the director of the Astros Youth Academy. Matthews, who is three years 
younger than Foster, speaking about his time at the Academy said, “He 
was always good to me. Those older guys at the Academy were good to all of 
us and helped us with anything we needed.” Foster said,  “Those guys kind 
of put me in the right direction, and it’s been cool. I owe a lot to the Urban 
Youth Academy.”

STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON:  When the Seattle Mariners visisted the 
Atlanta Braves on Monday, it was a reunion of sorts for Braves designated 
hitter Dominic Smith and Mariners shortstop J.P. Crawford. Smith and 
Crawford who are both alum of the 2009-10 Compton Nike RBI program 
and the Compton Youth Academy grew up competing together and were 
even drafted five spots apart in the first round of the 2013 Draft. Before the 
game, the two Nike RBI and Youth Academy alum took a moment to speak 
with Harold Reynolds and Greg Amsinger on Ballpark Cam to discuss their 
time together (see the full interview here). Smith said, “We were just two 
young kids who just loved baseball and opportunity came when MLB put 
that academy right there in our backyard and we went there and they took 
us all over the world...we’re very blessed to have that in our backyard and 
just so thankful.” And, “The Urban Youth Academy took care of us since we 
were young kids and provided us with the opportunity to travel the world 
and better our lives in this game.”

STATCAST LEADERBOARD: Breakthrough Series and Hank Aaron 
Invitational alumni Nasim Nuñez and Breakthrough Series and Nike RBI 
alumni Chandler Simpson have been contributing to their respective teams 
in more ways than just at the plate, and filling up the statcast leaderboard 
in the process. On the basepaths, Nuñez and Simpson rank amongst 
the best in the game with Nuñez ranking tied for fourth (29.8 ft/sec) and 
Simpson ranking tied for seventh (29.5 ft/sec) among all players in sprint 
speed. Simpson’s 3.97 seconds getting from home to first leads MLB and 
Nuñez’s 4.13 seconds is tied for seventh fastest in the Majors. The Develops 
alum’s speed has translated to creating runs for their teams, with Nuñez’s 
baserunning run value of three tying Detroit’s Kevin McGonigle for the 
highest mark in the league, and Simpson’s baserunning run value of one 
making him tied for third most in the league. In the field, their impact is seen 
just as much as it is on the basepaths. Simpson’s six outs above average 
rank tied for the third most among all players, and Nuñez’s three rank tied 
for the sixth most in the Majors. Simpson’s fielding run value of four is tied 
for the sixth highest mark in MLB and Nuñez’s fielding run value of three is 
tied for the seventh highest mark. 

BRAAADEN MONTGOMERY: On Saturday, Breakthrough Series, Hank Aaron 
Invitational and DREAM Series alumni Braden Montgomery was promoted 
from the Double-A Birmingham Barons to the Triple-A Charlotte Knights in the 
Chicago White Sox organization. The promotion comes following the switch 
hitter slashing .313/.429/.606 with six homers, 22 RBI, five doubles, three 
triples, 212 walks and two stolen bases across 27 contests with the Double-A 
Club. The Des Moines, Iowa native recorded a walk in his first Triple-A contest 
and connected for his first Triple-A hit in yesterday’s game. 

https://www.mlb.com/video/dom-smith-and-jp-crawford-join-mlb-tonight


2026 DRAFT RECAP 

The inaugural AUSL season, which ended with the Talons capturing the league 
championship and Bandits infielder Erin Coffel taking home league MVP 
honors, exceeded all expectations. The league soldout 24 games, merchandise 
sales topped $1 million, the Championship Series averaged 230,000 viewers on 
ESPN, and the league received over 237 million social media impressions and 
450,000 new followers gained. In October, AUSL and ESPN inked a multiyear 
deal, solidifying ESPN, which will carry 50 exclusive games as well as the best-
of-three Championship Series, as the home of the league.  

Building on the immense success of the AUSL’s inaugural season, the league 
wasted no time upgrading. New in the 2026 season: home stadiums and two new 
teams. Beginning on June 9th, the Oklahoma City Spark and Portland Cascade 
will join the existing Carolina Blaze, Chicago Bandits, Texas Volts and Utah Talons 
for the AUSL’s first six-team season. The Blaze will call Smith Family Stadium in 
Durham, North Carolina home, while the Chicago bandits will play at The Stadium 
at the Parkway Bank Sports Complex in Rosemont, Illinois, The Spark will host 
games at Tom Heath Field at Oklahoma Christian University in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, the Cascade will play at HIllsboro Ballpark in Hillsboro, Oregon, the 
Volts will play at Dell Diamond in Round Rock, Texas and the Talons will play home 
games at Dumke Family Stadium at University of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

A number of AUSL players have thrown out first pitches at MLB games in the 
past weeks, Sharlize Palacios (today @ SD) still to come. The AUSL and MLB 
will host a media day on Friday, May 8th at MLB’s headquarters in New York.

On May 4th, the new homes of the 17 collegiate athletes who were given golden tickets were revealed. The draft order was 
chosen based on final standings from last season, with the Carolina Blaze selecting first, followed by the Texas Volts. The two 
new teams, Oklahoma City Spark and Portland Cascade drafted in the middle of the order, alternating the third and fourth 
pick each round. The runner-up Bandits picked fifth and the reigning champion Utah Talons had the final pick. Drafted athletes 
must first complete their college eligibility prior to signing with their new AUSL team. On ESPN2, AUSL Commissioner Kim Ng 
stepped up to the podium and announced the first overall pick, Karlyn Pickens. Overall, six pitchers and 11 position players 
were selected, spanning 13 schools and five collegiate conferences. See below for the full draft and video:

NEW SEASON, NEW TEAMS

2026 AUSL DRAFT BOARD
Team Player Position

Carolina Blaze Karlyn Pickens Pitcher

Texas Volts NiJaree Canady Pitcher

Oklahoma City Spark Maya Johnson Pitcher

Portland Cascade Megan Grant Utility

Chicago Bandits Jocelyn Erickson Catcher

Utah Talons Jordan Woolery Infielder

Carolina Blaze Reese Atwood Catcher

Texas Volts Leighanne Goode Infielder

Portland Cascade Sydney Stewart Catcher

Oklahoma City Spark Peja Goold Pitcher

Chicago Bandits Taryn Kern Infielder

Utah Talons Taylor Tinsley Pitcher

Chicago Bandits Ailana Agbayani Infielder

Oklahoma City Spark Amari Harper Utility

Portland Cascade Kenzie Brown Pitcher

Carolina Blaze Dakota Kennedy Outfielder

Portland Cascade Kenleigh Cahalan Utility

Bri Ellis at Daikin Park
Jayda Coleman at American Family Field

Mary Iakopo at Rate Field
Alyssa Brito at Target Field

Payton Gottshall at Progressive Field

Karlyn Pickens Draft Party
Commissioner Ng Announces NiJaree Canady Draft Pick

Golden Ticket Recap

https://theausl.com/talons/news/bri-ellis-astros-first-pitch/
https://theausl.com/talons/news/photos-jayda-coleman-tosses-first-pitch-at-milwaukee-brewers-game/
https://theausl.com/bandits/news/photos-catcher-mary-iakopo-first-pitch-chicago-white-sox/
https://theausl.com/blaze/news/alyssa-brito-mlb-ceremonial-first-pitch-minnesota-twins-game/
https://theausl.com/cascade/news/photos-payton-gottshall-throws-out-the-first-pitch-at-the-cleveland-guardians/
https://x.com/Vol_Softball/status/2051474802074882185
https://x.com/TexasTechSB/status/2051445624470475189
https://x.com/theAUSLofficial/status/2051297171123708221


Since April 30th, 12 players have made their Major League debut,  
including nine pitchers and three position players. 

There have now been 72 players to make their Major League debut this season, including 46 pitchers and 26 position 
players. 

•	 24-year-old Jesús Rodríguez, the San Francisco Giants 18th best prospect, per MLB Pipeline made his debut on 
Monday against the San Diego Padres at Oracle Park. The La Victoria, Venezuela native has tallied four hits, a 
homer, two RBI and a run scored through his first three career games. In Giants franchise history, the righty 
batter became one of eight to  record at least four hits and a homer while batting .444 or higher  through their 
first three career games.

•	 25-year-old Jake Bennett, the Boston Red Sox sixth-best prospect, per MLB Pipeline made his debut on Friday 
against the Houston Astros at Fenway Park. The Tulsa, Oklahoma native earned the win in his first Major League 
outing, firing 5.0 innings, allowing just one run on five hits with two walks and three strikeouts. With his winning 
effort, the southpaw became one of 10 in Red Sox franchise history  and the first since Anthony Ranaudo in 2014 
to earn a win while allowing five-or-less hits and one-or-less earned runs in a debut outing.

Overall, the Chicago White Sox pace the Majors with eight players making their debut followed by the Boston Red 
Sox with seven and the Miami Marlins with five. The teams with four players making their debut include the Toronto 
Blue Jays, Milwaukee Brewers, Cleveland Guardians and Minnesota Twins. The Baltimore Orioles, Philadelphia 
Phillies and Texas Rangers have seen three players make their Major League debut while the Los Angeles Angels, 
Houston Astros, Atlanta Braves, St. Louis Cardinals, Seattle Mariners, Pittsburgh Pirates, San Francisco Giants and 
Detroit Tigers have had two players make their debut. The teams with one player making their debut this season 
include the Arizona Diamondbacks, Chicago Cubs, Los Angeles Dodgers, New York Mets, Washington Nationals, 
Tampa Bay Rays, Cincinnati Reds, Colorado Rockies, Kansas City Royals, San Diego Padres and New York Yankees. 
The Athletics are the lone team to not have a player debut yet this year.

WELCOME TO THE SHOW

MLB Debuts, April 30th-May 6th

PLAYER CLUB POSITION DEBUT DATE

Jake Bennett Boston Red Sox LHP May 1st

John Klein Minnesota Twins RHP May 2nd

Nick Davila Seattle Mariners RHP May 3rd

Josh Ekness Miami Marlins RHP May 3rd

Trey Gibson Baltimore Orioles RHP May 3rd

Joe Mack Miami Marlins C May 4th

Jesús Rodríguez San Francisco Giants C May 4th

Alec Gamboa Boston Red Sox LHP May 5th

William Kempner Miami Marlins RHP May 5th

Eric Cerantola Kansas City Royals RHP May 6th

Daxton Fulton  Miami Marlins LHP May 6th

Jim Jarvis Atlanta Braves SS May 6th



ABS OVERVIEW
OVERVIEW

MLB introduced the Automated Ball-Strike (ABS) Challenge 
System powered by T-Mobile beginning with the 2026 
season. The system will rely on the same Hawk-Eye tracking 
technology that fuels MLB’s Statcast data. What to know 
about the challenge system:

•	 Only batters and pitchers/catchers may initiate a 
challenge. Managers, coaches and other players may 
not be involved.

•	 Each team starts the game with two challenges. 
Teams will lose the ability to challenge after they do so 
incorrectly twice. Teams will start each extra inning with 
a challenge regardless of whether they have already 
exhausted their challenges in the first nine innings.

•	 The ABS zone is set as follows: The width is 17 inches, 
identical to home plate. The top of the zone is set at 
53.5% of a player’s measured height without cleats. The 
bottom is set at 27% of the player’s measured height. 
The strike zone is captured as the ball passes through 
the middle of the plate, not the front.

•	 In MLB, challenges will not be permitted when a position 
player is pitching.

SEASON DATA

OVERALL

53%
OVERTURNS
2,275 CHALLENGES
1,217 OVERTURNED
1,058 CONFIRMED

BATTERS

46%
OVERTURNS
1,048 CHALLENGES
485 OVERTURNED

563 CONFIRMED

FIELDERS

60%
OVERTURNS
1,227 CHALLENGES
732 OVERTURNED

495 CONFIRMED

2026 ABS CHALLENGE TOTALS

CLUB
CHALLENGES (BATTER) CHALLENGES (FIELDER) CHALLENGES (TOTAL)

Challenges W-L Challenges W-L Total Results (Batting & Fielding) Win %

Arizona Diamondbacks 24 12-12 34 24-10 58 (36 overturned, 22 confirmed) 62.1%

Detroit Tigers 41 18-23 27 24-3 68 (42 overturned, 26 confirmed) 61.8%

Kansas City Royals 32 19-13 46 29-17 78 (48 overturned, 30 confirmed) 61.5%

San Diego Padres 24 13-11 48 31-17 72 (44 overturned, 28 confirmed) 61.1%

Cincinnati Reds 32 16-16 29 21-8 61 (37 overturned, 24 confirmed) 60.7%

Chicago Cubs 35 16-19 42 30-12 77 (46 overturned, 31 confirmed) 59.7%

Los Angeles Dodgers 27 13-14 42 27-15 69 (40 overturned, 29 confirmed) 58.0%

St. Louis Cardinals 29 13-16 42 28-14 71 (41 overturned, 30 confirmed) 57.7%

Texas Rangers 33 19-14 26 15-11 59 (34 overturned, 25 confirmed) 57.6%

Athletics 34 21-13 51 27-24 85 (48 overturned, 37 confirmed) 56.5%

New York Mets 33 17-16 35 21-14 68 (38 overturned, 30 confirmed) 55.9%

Minnesota Twins 50 21-29 49 33-16 99 (54 overturned, 45 confirmed) 54.5%

Houston Astros 39 22-17 41 21-20 80 (43 overturned, 37 confirmed) 53.8%

Seattle Mariners 40 18-22 40 25-15 80 (43 overturned, 37 confirmed) 53.8%

Los Angeles Angels 45 17-28 44 30-14 89 (47 overturned, 42 confirmed) 52.8%

Baltimore Orioles 45 23-22 27 15-12 72 (38 overturned, 34 confirmed) 52.8%

Miami Marlins 24 8-16 67 40-27 91 (48 overturned, 43 confirmed) 52.7%

Pittsburgh Pirates 41 21-20 33 18-15 74 (39 overturned, 35 confirmed) 52.7%

Tampa Bay Rays 28 13-15 50 28-22 78 (41 overturned, 37 confirmed) 52.6%

Toronto Blue Jays 42 22-20 38 20-18 80 (42 overturned, 38 confirmed) 52.5%

New York Yankees 45 20-25 43 26-17 88 (46 overturned, 42 confirmed) 52.3%

Philadelphia Phillies 34 17-17 35 19-16 69 (36 overturned, 33 confirmed) 52.2%

Colorado Rockies 42 15-27 56 36-20 98 (51 overturned, 47 confirmed) 52.0%

Atlanta Braves 40 16-24 46 27-19 86 (43 overturned, 43 confirmed) 50.0%

Milwaukee Brewers 30 10-20 50 29-21 80 (39 overturned, 41 confirmed) 48.8%

Boston Red Sox 24 11-13 21 10-11 45 (21 overturned, 24 confirmed) 46.7%

San Francisco Giants 35 15-20 38 19-19 73 (34 overturned, 39 confirmed) 46.6%

Cleveland Guardians 40 15-25 36 20-16 76 (35 overturned, 41 confirmed) 46.1%

Chicago White Sox 33 15-18 58 24-34 91 (39 overturned, 52 confirmed) 42.9%

Washington Nationals 27 9-18 33 15-18 60 (24 overturned, 36 confirmed) 40.0%



Visit https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/abs for more insights!

https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/abs


AMERICA’S NATIONAL GAMEAMERICA’S NATIONAL GAME

By John Thorn | Official Historian of Major League Baseball

I have loved baseball as long as I can remember, since I 
was a kid flipping cards against the curbside wall of my 
apartment house in the Bronx. Then came following the 
Brooklyn Dodgers … especially Jackie Robinson and Duke 
Snider. I was ten when the 1958 season opened, with a 
Dodgers’ loss on the road, in San Francisco of all places. I 
stuck with those transplanted Dodgers … what did I know 
about baseball or its history? I couldn’t very well root for 
the Yankees and I hated Walter O’Malley. 

Advocates for O’Malley and Horace Stoneham, owner of 
the Giants would later say that a regional pastime did not 
truly become national until those teams moved west. I 
too came to see the formerly despised one as baseball’s 
version of Johnny Appleseed. The transplant of the 
Dodgers and Giants was a harbinger for MLB’s expansion 
from 16 teams (in 11 cities, none west of St. Louis) in 1903-
1952 to today’s 30.

So, who was Walter O’Malley?

In 1941 George McLaughlin, president of the Brooklyn Trust 
Company, which held the Dodgers’ considerable loans, 
appointed O’Malley as the club’s attorney.

Under president Larry MacPhail, the Dodgers had become 
competitive but their finances were still in disarray; by 
1944 the franchise was in the black. When stock held by 
the Ebbets and McKeever families was made available in 
1945, O’Malley, general manager Branch Rickey, and John 
L. Smith (president of Pfizer Chemical), each ended up with 
25 percent of the franchise.

Rickey had baseball knowledge on his side, but O’Malley 
had Smith (and thus the money). When Smith died in 1950, 
his widow decided to sell. By prior agreement the stock had 
to be offered to both O’Malley and Rickey, but the latter’s 
funding was insufficient.

Once O’Malley had control of the club, the “Rickey people” 
were pushed out. Ebbets Field may have been cozy and 
lovable, but it could only hold 31,902 fans in a neighborhood 
that was imperiled amid a middle-class exodus to the 
suburbs. By 1956 the New York City government, not aware 
of how serious O’Malley was about creating a privately 
owned stadium, made two counterproposals. The first 
involved a site at Brooklyn’s Parade Grounds. The second 
was at Flushing Meadow in Queens, where Shea Stadium 
was later built. O’Malley wasn’t interested.

After the season O’Malley secretly visited Los Angeles, 
looking for an acceptable site. He found it in a place called 
Chavez Ravine, a few minutes’ drive from the downtown 
area. Stoneham was also eager to leave New York, and 
feinted toward Minneapolis-St. Paul, where the Giants had 
a farm club. (The Dodgers, meanwhile, had swapped their 
Fort Worth franchise with the Cubs for theirs in L.A., which 
included Wrigley Field.)

On October 7 the Los Angeles City Council voted to acquire 
Chavez Ravine for Wrigley, a minor-league jewel built in 
1925. The next day O’Malley announced that the Brooklyn 
Dodgers were no more. His team took temporary quarters 
at the huge Los Angeles Coliseum until Dodger Stadium 
opened in 1962. 

The Polo Grounds was crumbling and the neighborhood 
around it was in decline. New York baseball fans were 
devastated, but calamity provided opportunity: O’Malley’s 
old nemesis Branch Rickey combined with such folks as 
Bill Shea and Joan Payson to announce a rival Continental 
League, never formed, as a stalking horse for MLB 
expansion and a return of National League (NL) baseball to 
New York.

Of the eight proposed Continental cities, only one has yet 
to receive an MLB invitation: Atlanta, Buffalo, Dallas-Fort 
Worth, Denver, Houston, Minneapolis-St. Paul, New York, 
and Toronto. Rickey’s subterfuge created expansion to 
ten teams in the American League in 1961 and ten more in 
the National League of 1962. By 1969 balance was restored 
with 12 teams in each circuit.

Time magazine cover, April 28, 1958

Ebbets Field in 1957, Duke Snider at bat



Fleeing New York, O’Malley and Stoneham may not have 
known that MLB’s first expansion of the century had 
nearly been forestalled because Ban Johnson, head of the 
Western League, could not get into New York. Each time he 
tried, politicians drove streets through his proposed sites. 

In 1900, the NL’s magnates, in possession of a twelve-team 
league, were persuaded to reduce its size to eight. This 
created fertile ground for a rival league. Johnson renamed 
his Western League the American League (AL). Chicago 
replaced St. Paul for 1900, in a move by club president 
Charles Comiskey, but the AL of 1900 is today regarded 
as a minor league because it had no representation in the 
cities of the East. 

In 1901, however, the Philadelphia Athletics, an original NL 
franchise of 1876, were reborn as an AL entrant, as were 
Boston and Washington. By mid-1902 Johnson saw his 
opening to enter New York: the expulsion of Baltimore’s 
owners. 

On July 17 the Orioles, left with only five players in a move that 
was engineered by suspended third baseman and manager 
John McGraw, forfeited a game to the St. Louis Browns and 
thus their franchise to the league. Baltimore was forced to 
borrow players from other teams so it could complete its 
schedule. Johnson had promised McGraw that he would 
manage an AL club in New York, if that ever happened. But 
McGraw learned that Johnson was offering the same deal to 
Clark Griffith, a Comiskey pal. On July 19 McGraw, the former 
Oriole helmsman, managed his first of 4,373 games for the 
New York Giants. Let McGraw tell the story:

Do you want to know why I left Baltimore, and the American 
League, in 1902? Well, I’ll give you the real story. The move 
to shift the Orioles to New York had been contemplated 
for some time. In fact, I did much of the ground work, built 
up the contacts, scouted around for grounds, and was 
to get a piece of the club. Naturally, I assumed I would be 
manager. Then I suddenly learned that I no longer figured 
in Johnson’s New York plans and that he was preparing to 
ditch me at the end of the 1902 season. So, I acted fast. If 
he planned to ditch me, I ditched him first, and beat him to 
New York….

The rest is history. The  major leagues had no further 
movement of franchises until 1953.

Circling back to the beginning, I saw plenty of Mets games 
at the Polo Grounds in 1962 but, boyishly, did not give 
up my hope for a Dodgers return until August 26, 1965. 
By midgame I found myself rooting for New York’s Tug 
McGraw, at that time a starting pitcher, to defeat Sandy 
Koufax of Los Angeles. The die was cast.

John McGraw, in spring training with Giants at Savannah, GA, 1903

Among the proposals to keep the Dodgers in Brooklyn 
was Buckminster Fuller’s dome

Dodger Stadium opens, April 9, 1962. It now MLB’s third oldest park.

At least the Continental League had stationery for Rickey

Byron Bancroft “Ban” Johnson

Baltimore Orioles 1902



St. Louis Cardinals rookie outfielder Nathan Church earned his first career Play of the Week Award, marking the 
sixth honor for St. Louis since the award’s inception in 2019. Other Cardinals to win the award include Nolan Arenado 
(2x: 6/30/2025 & 8/22/2022); Jordan Walker (7/17/2023); Tommy Edman (9/7/2021); and Kolten Wong (6/23/2019). 
With the Cardinals leading 5-4 with a runner at first base and two outs in the bottom of the ninth inning at PNC 
Park, Nick Gonzales hit a ball towards left field as Church made a leaping catch at the wall to take away a potential 
walk-off home run.

First baseman Alec Burleson of the St. Louis Cardinals was selected the 
National League Player of the Week, and center fielder Byron Buxton 
of the Minnesota Twins was named the American League Player of the 
Week.

Burleson won his first career award, marking the first honor for the 
Cardinals since Nolan Gorman won on May 22, 2023. Buxton earned his 
third career honor after previously winning on August 28, 2017 and June 13, 2022. It is the first award for Minnesota 
since Luke Keaschall won on August 11th of last season and the first award by a Twins outfielder since Buxton’s 
most recent award in 2022. Buxton is the sixth player to win at least three awards as a member of the Twins, joining 
Kent Hrbek (4x); Hall of Famer Joe Mauers (4x); Kirby Puckett (4x); and Rod Carew (3x); and Johan Santana (3x).

WEEKLY AWARDS

2026 WEEKLY AWARDS
DATE AL PLAYER OF THE WEEK NL PLAYER OF THE WEEK PLAY OF THE WEEK

March 30th
Chase DeLauter, CLE

.353 (6-for-17), 4 HR, 5 RBI,  
5 R, .353 OBP, 1.059 SLG

Sal Stewart, CIN
.700 (7-for-10), 1 HR, 2 RBI,  

3 2B, 3 BB, 2 R, .769 OBP, 1.300 SLG

Nasim Nuñez’s
Acrobatic Diving Stop

April 6th
Yordan Alvarez, HOU

.471 (8-for-17), 3 HR, 8 RBI, 
7 BB, 7 R, .615 OBP, 1.118 SLG

Andy Pages, LAD
.583 (14-for-24), 2 HR, 7 RBI, 2 2B, 
2 BB, 5 R, 1 SB, .615 OBP, .917 SLG

Jo Adell’s
Game-Saving Home Run Robbery

April 13th
José Soriano, LAA

2-0, 0.60 ERA(1 ER/15.0 IP), 5 H,  
3 BB, 20 K, 0.53 WHIP, .102 OPP AVG

James Wood, WSH
.545 (12-for-22), 3 HR, 8 RBI, 

6 BB, 8 R, 2 SB, .655 OBP, 1.091 SLG

Jordan Beck’s
Home Run Robbery

April 20th
José Ramírez, CLE

.364 (8-for-22), 4 HR, 5 RBI, 1 2B 
8 BB, 8 R, 5 SB, .533 OBP, .955 SLG

Nico Hoerner, CHC
.346 (9-for-26), 2 HR, 11 RBI, 

1 BB, 4 R, 2 SB, .357 OBP, .577 SLG

Jackson Merrill’s
Home Run Robbery

April 27th
Carlos Cortez, ATH

.542 (13-for-24), 3 HR, 7 RBI,  
2 2B, 1 3B, 4 R, .542 OBP, 1.083 SLG

Ildemaro Vargas, AZ
.364 (8-for-22), 4 HR, 12 RBI, 1 2B,  

1 3B,7 R, 5 SB, .364 OBP, 1.045 SLG

Nico Hoerner’s
Heads-Up Barehanded Snag

May 4th
Byron Buxton, MIN

.345 (10-for-29), 5 HR, 7 RBI, 1 2B, 
3 BB, 9 R, 2 SB, .406 OBP, .897 SLG

Alec Burleson, STL
.407 (11-for-27), 2 HR, 11 RBI,  

3 2B, 4 BB, 8 R, .484 OBP, .741 SLG

Nathan Church’s
Game-Saving Leaping Catch

Byron Buxton
Minnesota Twins

Alec Burleson
St. Louis Cardinals

Nathan Church
St. Louis Cardinals

https://www.mlb.com/video/nasim-nunez-wins-play-of-the-week-for-acrobatic-play?q=play%20of%20the%20week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/nasim-nunez-wins-play-of-the-week-for-acrobatic-play?q=play%20of%20the%20week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/jo-adell-s-epic-hr-robbery-wins-play-of-the-week?q=Play%20of%20the%20week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/nasim-nunez-wins-play-of-the-week-for-acrobatic-play?q=play%20of%20the%20week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/jordan-beck-wins-play-of-the-week-for-hr-robbery?t=plays-of-the-week
https://www.mlb.com/video/nasim-nunez-wins-play-of-the-week-for-acrobatic-play?q=play%20of%20the%20week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/jordan-beck-wins-play-of-the-week-for-hr-robbery?t=plays-of-the-week
https://www.mlb.com/video/nasim-nunez-wins-play-of-the-week-for-acrobatic-play?q=play%20of%20the%20week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/nico-hoerner-wins-play-of-the-week-with-heads-up-grab?q=Play%20of%20the%20Week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/nasim-nunez-wins-play-of-the-week-for-acrobatic-play?q=play%20of%20the%20week&cp=CMS_FIRST&qt=FREETEXT&p=0
https://www.mlb.com/video/nathan-church-wins-play-of-the-week-for-hr-robbery?t=plays-of-the-week


MONTHLY AWARDS
PLAYERS OF THE MONTH

MARCH/APRIL
AL –  Yordan Alvarez, Houston Astros

.356 (42-for-118), 12 HR, 27 RBI, 9 2B, 
21 BB, 25 R, 1 SB, .462 OBP, .737 SLG, 1.199 OPS

NL – Ildemaro Vargas, Arizona Diamondbacks
.378 (34-for-90) 6 HR, 20 RBI, 6 2B, 2 3B,  

3 BB, 19 R, .398 OBP, .689 SLG, 1.087 OPS

PITCHERS OF THE MONTH

MARCH/APRIL
AL – José Soriano, Los Angeles Angels

5-1, 0.84 ERA (4 ER/42.2 IP), 7 GS 
24 H, 16 BB, 49 SO, 0.94 WHIP, .164 OPP. AVG

NL – Shohei Ohtani, Los Angeles Dodgers
2-1, 0.60 ERA (2 ER/30.0 IP), 5 GS 

17 H, 9 BB, 34 SO, 0.87 WHIP, .160 OPP. AVG

ROOKIES OF THE MONTH

MARCH/APRIL
AL – Kevin McGonigle, Detroit Tigers

.328 (38-for-116) 2 HR, 13 RBI, 11 2B, 2 3B, 
19 BB, 22 R, 2 SB, .426 OBP, .509 SLG, .935 OPS

NL – Sal Stewart, Cincinnati Reds
.281 (32-for-114)  9 HR, 29 RBI, 6 2B,  

18 BB, 20 R, 7 SB, .373 OBP, .570 SLG, .943 OPS

RELIEVERS OF THE MONTH

MARCH/APRIL
AL – Louis Varland, Toronto Blue Jays

0.56 ERA (1 ER/16.0 IP), 4-for-4 SV, 
12 H, 4 BB, 26 SO, 1.00 WHIP, .214 OPP. AVG

NL – Mason Miller, San Diego Padres
1.17 ERA (2 ER/15.1 IP), 10-for-10 SV, 

6 H, 3 BB, 29 SO, 0.59 WHIP, .118 OPP. AVG



SARAH’S FAVORITE 
NOTES OF THE WEEK

I’m Sarah Langs, a researcher for MLB.com, and I’m honored to have this space to 
share some of my favorite notes to wrap up each week of this wonderful sport.

For more great notes and baseball tidbits, follow Sarah on Twitter (@SlangsOnSports)

NOBODY BEATS THE MIZ: Jacob Misiorowski was back at it on Friday with his high velocity. He threw 
43 pitches at 100 mph or faster, the third-most by a pitcher in a game under pitch tracking (2008), 
behind 47 from Hunter Greene on Sept. 17, 2022 and 44 from Greene on March 30, 2023. Misiorowski 
now has 18 career pitches of at least 102 mph including playoffs, six more than any other starter under 
tracking. He even threw a pitch 103.0 mph, the fourth-fastest by a starter under tracking including 
playoffs, behind 103.2 mph and 103.1 mph from Jordan Hicks on July 12, 2022 as an opener and 103.1 
mph from Justin Verlander in 2011 ALCS Game 5. 

M&MS: Friday was already the seventh time this season that Munetaka Murakami and Colson 
Montgomery homered in the same game. That’s the most by any teammate duo in their team’s first 
35 games of a season in MLB history, and it was only game 32, according to the Elias Sports Bureau. 
They broke a tie at six with 1994 COL Andres Galarraga - Ellis Burks, 1980 PHI Mike Schmidt - Greg 
Luzinski and 1956 NYY Mickey Mantle - Yogi Berra.

WALK THIS WAY: The Pirates drew seven consecutive walks in the second inning on Saturday, tying 
a MLB record, per Elias. It had happened twice previously: by the Braves against the Pirates on May 
25, 1983 in the third inning and by the White Sox against the Senators on Aug. 28, 1909 in the second 
inning.  

MULTI-HOMER MICKEY: Mickey Moniak recorded his fourth multi-homer game of the season on 
Sunday in the Rockies’ 35th game. That is tied for the second-most multi-homer games through a 
team’s first 35 games of a season in MLB history, trailing only 1959 Harmon Killebrew (five). Moniak 
tied 2001 Carlos Delgado, 1976 Dave Kingman, 1969 Reggie Jackson, 1968 Frank Howard, 1964 
Killebrew and 1951 Gil Hodges.

DOMINANCE: The Yankees swept the Orioles in a four-game series that ended on Monday. They won 
each game by at least five runs. It is the third time they won every game of a series of at least four 
games by five or more runs in franchise history. They also did this in 1947 vs the Red Sox and 1939 at 
the Browns.

HE HAS POWER: With another homer on Monday, Munetaka Murakami’s first 14 MLB extra-base 
hits were home runs. That extended the longest such streak to start a player’s MLB career since at 
least 1900. The prior longest was 10, by 2016 Dae-ho Lee, per Elias. He hit his first MLB double later in 
the game, ending the streak. In addition to being the longest to start a career, it’s also the second-
longest streak to start a season in that span, behind only 1955 Eddie Robinson (first 15). 

SHOTIME: Shohei Ohtani made his sixth pitching start of the season on Tuesday, which was also 
his 20th with the Dodgers. His 2.04 ERA in his starts with the Dodgers is the third-lowest through a 
pitcher’s first 20 starts with the franchise since earned runs became official in the National League 
in 1912. He trails 1915-16 Larry Cheney (1.37) and 1918 Burleigh Grimes (1.73).

STING(Y) RAYS: The Rays have allowed three runs or fewer in 13 consecutive games entering 
Thursday. That is tied with the 2022 Astros, 2014 Mariners, 2013 Royals and 2002 Diamondbacks 
for the second-longest single-season streak in the Wild Card era (1995). Only the 2010 Giants at 18 
straight have a longer run.

GO CUBS GO!: The Cubs won their first three games of the series against the Reds in walk-off fashion. 
It was the fourth time they won three consecutive games, all in a walk-off, against the same opponent 
in franchise history, per Elias. They also did this in 1943 vs the Giants, 1932 vs the Giants and 1932 vs 
the Braves.

CURRENT IRONMAN: Matt Olson has played 820 consecutive games entering Friday, dating to May 2, 
2021. His streak is the 11th-longest in MLB history. The only other streaks of at least 700 consecutive 
games to begin in the divisional era (1969) are, of course, 1982-98 Cal Ripken Jr. (2,632 games), as 
well as 1975-83 Steve Garvey (1,207), 2000-07 Miguel Tejada (1,152), 1978-83 Pete Rose (745) and 
1981-86 Dale Murphy (740). 

https://twitter.com/SlangsOnSports


UPON FURTHER REVIEW
Through Wednesday night’s games, Major League 

Baseball has had 349 replay reviews, which have taken 
an average of one minute and twenty-five seconds. The 
349 replay reviews consist of 299 Manager Challenges 

and 50 Crew Chief Reviews.

349 Replay Reviews
77 Confirmed (22.1%)

100 Stands (28.7%)

171 Overturned (49.0%)

1 Rules Check (0.3%)

0 Record Keeping (0.0%)

1:25 Average Time



POWER SURGE: The Reds have hit 28 homers over 
their last 13 games (since 4/21 at TB), second-most in 
MLB during that time, behind only NYY (29). The Reds’ 
50 home runs this season are tied with the Dodgers for 
third most all Major League teams, behind the Yankees 
(57) & Braves (54). Their 50 homers this season are also 
tied for their ninth-most through the first 37 games of a 
campaign in club history, the most since the 2021 team 
had 54 homers through its first 37 contests. They have 
hit multiple homers in a game 15 times this season, tied 
with the Braves for the fourth-most instances in MLB, 
behind the Cubs (17), Yankees (17), and White Sox (16). 
Of the Reds’ 153 runs scored this season, 76 have come 
on homers (49.7%), second to only the White Sox for the 
highest rate in the Majors.

SALVY SPLASHES: Salvador Perez hit his fifth HR of the 
season and 308th of his career on April 28 in Sacramento. 
The Royals Captain is nine homers shy of matching Hall 
of FamerGeorge Brett (317) for the club’s all-time home 
run record. When Salvy catches Brett, he will become 
only the third active player to own his current team’s all-
time home run record, and will join Mike Trout (415 with 
the Angels) and Manny Machado (199 with the Padres). 
Salvy has 134 HR at Kauffman Stadium, just two  shy of 
tying Brett (136) for the most in the 54-year history of 
this park.

THE LEFT-HANDED MASHERS: In the Cubs last 23 games 
dating to April 12, their left-handed batters are hitting 
.295 (88-for-298) with 20 doubles, four triples, 15 home 
runs, 51 RBI and a .938 OPS. Their .916 OPS, .540 SLG 
and .388 OBP are all highest in the majors, while their 
.295 avg. is third. Moisés Ballesteros is batting .33 (23-
for-69) with five doubles, six home runs, 16 RBI, a .397 
OBP and a 1.064 OPS in his last 25 games with a plate 
appearance since April 7. Michael Busch in 15 games 
since April 21 is batting .316 (18-for-57) with five doubles, 
one triple, three home runs, 17 RBI and a 1.033 OPS. Pete 
Crow-Armstrong has hit safely in 12 of his last 15 games 
since April 21, batting .296 (16-for-54) with two doubles, 
one triple, three home runs, 10 RBI and an .904 OPS.

PEN PALS: Yankees relievers allowed only one hit over 5.0 
scoreless innings on Wednesday vs. Texas (two BB, seven 
K). They have allowed only one run over their last 18.1 
innings (since the seventh inning on 5/2 vs. Baltimore). 
They have posted a 2.13 ERA (55.0IP, 13ER) and 57K 
over their last 18 games (since 4/17).  They rank third in 
the Majors in ERA (3.22, third in AL), sixth in opponents 
SLG (.352, second in AL), opponents’ OPS (.663, second 
in AL) and walk rate (8.6%, second in AL), seventh in 
HR/9.0IP (0.75, second in AL) and K/BB (2.70, third in AL). 
The Yankees pitching staff overall  have posted a Major 
League-best 3.07 ERA this season (full rankings on left). 
They .have allowed only three ER-or-fewer in 12 of their 
last 16 games (since 4/19) and 13 of their last 18 games 
(since 4/17), posting a 2.42 ERA (160.0IP, 43ER) over that 
18-game span. They have allowed one ER-or-fewer in 
nine of their last 18 games.

1K FOR B-REY: Bryan Reynolds reached the 1000-hit 
mark for his Major League career after collecting two 
singles off Michael Soroka (first inning and third inning) 
in Wednesday night’s 1-0 win at Arizona. He joined 
Roberto Clemente, Andrew McCutchen, Dave Parker 
and Willie Stargell as the only players in Pirates history 
with at least 1000 hits, 200 doubles and 140 home runs. 
His 1000 hits since making his Major League debut on 
April 20, 2019 vs.San Francisco rank 12th in all of Major 
League Baseball.

D-FENSE: The Red Sox lead the Majors in defensive runs 
saved (30). They ranked T-12th in 2025 (30). The only 
other AL teams with more than 11 DRS are NYY (14) and 
SEA (13). Boston has three players who either lead or 
are tied for the lead in DRS at their respective positions: 
Wilyer Abreu (RF, seven ), Caleb Durbin (3B, six, tied), and 
Willson Contreras (1B, four, tied). Roman Anthony also 
ranks second in LF (six). The Sox on Monday snapped a 
24-game streak with one or zero errors, since 4/7. It was 
their longest such streak in a single season since 7/28-
9/13/22 (43 games).

GARCIA’S GREATNESS: Rico Garcia has posted a 
0.56 ERA (1 ER/16.0 IP) with 18 strikeouts across 17 
appearances. His lone hit allowed is a home run by KC’s 
Michael Massey on April 21.  His .020 (1-for-49) opponent 
average and 0.38 WHIP are the best among all MLB 
relievers, outpacing MIA’s John King (.063, 3-for-48) 
and SEA’s Matt Brash (0.44 WHIP),respectively. Prior to 
Garcia’s current run, the fewest number of hits allowed 
by an Oriole through their first 17 outings of a season was 
four (Yennier Cano, 2023 & Jesse Orosco, 1997).  He has 
yet to allow a hit in each of his eight home appearances 
to open the 2026 campaign, one of three Oriole pitchers 
in franchise history to accomplish the feat along with 
Bryan Baker (9 G, 2023) and Shawn Armstrong (8 G, 
2019).

PAIR OF STREAKING SOX: Colson Montgomery and 
Miguel Vargas each have reached base safely in 18 
straight games (since 4/16).  They are the first White 
Sox teammates since Yasmani Grandal (30) and Yoán 
Moncada (25) in 2021 to post on-base streaks of 18-
plus games at the same time. Montgomery is batting 
.277/.405/.600 (18-65) with six home runs, 14 RBI, 10 
runs scored, four hit-by-pitches and 10 walks during his 
career-high streak. Vargas is hitting .279/.417/.559 (19-
68) with six homers, 11 RBI, 15 runs scored and 16 walks 
during his streak. He ranks sixth in the American League 
with 26 walks this season.

THE DUKE OF CLEVELAND: After his fifth multi-hit 
performance in his last six games, Chase DeLauter now 
owns a 14-game on-base streak and 10-game hit streak, 
both career-highs. Over the 14-game stretch, he’s hitting 
.412 (21-for-51) with four doubles, one triple, one home 
run, 11 RBI and a 1.071 OPS. The last Cleveland rookie to 
reach base in 14-or-more games was Steven Kwan (15G) 
from Sept. 17 (G1)-Oct. 3, 2022. Kwan was also the last 
Cleveland rookie with a hit-streak of 10-or-more games, 
hitting safely in 18-straight contests from July 14-Aug. 4, 
2022. DeLauter’s multi-hit effort last night was his 10th 
of the season. He’s one of four Cleveland rookies since 
2010 to total 10-or-more multi-hit performances thru 
their first 34 games, accompanied by Francisco Lindor 
(13, 2015), Óscar Mercado (12, 2019) and Oscar González 
(11, 2022).

FINN AGAIN: Since being acquired at last year’s trade 
deadline, Kyle Finnegan has gone 4-0 with seven holds, 
five saves and a 1.04 ERA (4 ER/34.2 IP) in 32 relief 
appearances. Finnegan boasts the second-lowest relief 
ERA in the A.L. and the fourth-lowest ERA among all 
relief pitchers in baseball (min. 30 relief innings) starting 
last August 1.  He trails only Atlanta’s Raisel Iglesias (0.27 
ERA), Boston’s Aroldis Chapman (0.87 ERA), and San 
Diego’s Mason Miller (0.91 ERA) in that span. 

LINE DRIVES
Compiled from Club Game Notes



American League SiriusXM Channels
Athletics	  Channel 841
Baltimore Orioles	  Channel 843
Boston Red Sox	  Channel 844
Chicago White Sox	  Channel 846
Cleveland Guardians	  Channel 848
Detroit Tigers	  Channel 850
Houston Astros	  Channel 851
Kansas City Royals	  Channel 852
Los Angeles Angels	  Channel 853
Minnesota Twins	  Channel 857
New York Yankees	  Channel 859
Seattle Mariners	  Channel 864
Tampa Bay Rays	  Channel 866
Texas Rangers	  Channel 867
Toronto Blue Jays	  Channel 868

National League SiriusXM Channels
Arizona Diamondbacks	  Channel 840
Atlanta Braves	  Channel 842
Chicago Cubs	  Channel 845
Cincinnati Reds	  Channel 847
Colorado Rockies	  Channel 849
Los Angeles Dodgers	  Channel 854
Miami Marlins	  Channel 855
Milwaukee Brewers	  Channel 856
New York Mets	  Channel 858
Philadelphia Phillies	  Channel 860
Pittsburgh Pirates	  Channel 861
San Diego Padres	  Channel 862
San Francisco Giants	  Channel 863
St. Louis Cardinals	  Channel 865
Washington Nationals	  Channel 869

 Channel 89

MLB ON-AIR THIS WEEK
(All Times ET)

Visit https://www.mlb.com/watch for details on where to watch!

Thursday, May 7th:	 Tampa Bay Rays @ Boston Red Sox	 7:10 p.m.	 ESPN
	 St. Louis Cardinals @ San Diego Padres	 10:10 p.m.	 ESPN

Friday, May 8th:	 Minnesota Twins @ Cleveland Guardians	 7:15 p.m.	 Apple TV
	 St. Louis Cardinals @ San Diego Padres	 9:45 p.m.	 Apple TV

Saturday, May 9th:	 Houston Astros @ Cincinnati Reds	 4:10 p.m.	 FS1
	 New York Mets @ Arizona Diamondbacks	 7:15 p.m.	 FOX
	 St. Louis Cardinals @ San Diego Padres	 7:15 p.m.	 FOX
	
Sunday, May 10th:	 Washington Nationals @ Miami Marlins	 12:15 p.m.	 Peacock/NBCSN
	 Detroit Tigers @ Kansas City Royals	 7:20 p.m.	 Peacock/NBCSN

Monday, May 11th:	 Seattle Mariners @ Houston Astros	 8:10 p.m.	 FS1

Tuesday, May 12th:	 Chicago Cubs @ Atlanta Braves	 7:15 p.m.	 TBS	

Peacock Features Season-Debut of Sunday Leadoff & Sunday Stretch Whip Around ShowPeacock Features Season-Debut of Sunday Leadoff & Sunday Stretch Whip Around Show
Please note: Games on FS1 and TBS  are available locally on Regional Sports Networks 

and/or via Club DTC products for fans watching in the Clubs’ market

Thursday, May 7th:	 Cincinnati Reds @ Chicago Cubs	 2:20 p.m.
	
Friday, May 8th:	 Houston Astros @ Cincinnati Reds	 6:10 p.m.
	 New York Mets @ Arizona Diamondbacks	 9:40 p.m.

Sunday, May 10th:	 Atlanta Braves @ Los Angeles Dodgers	 9:10 p.m.

Monday, May 11th:	 San Francisco Giants @ Los Angeles Dodgers	 10:10 p.m.

Tuesday, May 12th:	 San Francisco Giants @ Los Angeles Dodgers	 10:10 p.m.

Wednesday, May 13th:	 Los Angeles Angels @ Cleveland Guardians	 1:10 p.m.
	 Philadelphia Philles @ Boston Red Sox	 6:45 p.m.
	 San Francisco Giants @ Los Angeles Dodgers	 10:10 p.m.

Thursday, May 14th:	 Colorado Rockies @ Pittsburgh Pirates	 12:35 p.m.
	 San Francisco Giants @ Los Angeles Dodgers	 10:10 p.m.
	

Please note: Most games are available locally on Regional Sports Networks and/or 
via Club DTC products for fans watching in the Clubs’ market

http://mlb.com/watch

