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Step by Step, Here's How
We Entered Big Leagues

By CHARLES JOHNSON
Sports o
Oct. 26, 1960, will be o
day long remembered in the
story of sparls in Minneap
t

oly 3 pm

ay in the Savoy Hilton
hotel ||| New York, President
loe € i the American

rican league o
nled permissio
) Calvin Gniffith to move
tus Washington baseball
franchise to the Twin Ci
of Minneapolis and St
for the 1961 playing season

dians and the
rs appeared v

-
il interests by
ake the move

of the other teams me
abeve:

Let's take them one by
one. Bill Veeck and the St
Louis Browns weze only luke
warm aboul this termitory.
When Baltimore agreed 1o
buy the franchise at $2.600.-
000 and had a stadium ready,
i wenl big league. That was
n

N Im Twin Cities' people
wore offered the elphia
Athletics’ hise
500,000, This was turmed
down because a campaign
was on then to raise $4.500
000 to bulld Metropolitan
stadium.

\\r have all we can do to
© uch a drive with
oul imolving this area in

another oul -
lay of more

New York and a.mnl,n
franchises. San Franci
“give-away” offer on mu
rent, 4 new stadium and other
concessions won out  Over
Minneapolis and St. Paul,
HOPES FOR a major league
club sagged badly with this
turn in  event However,
when the Boston Ri
M

iation in 1938, the outlook
brightened. The Red Sox
hinted that they were making
0 protect the fer

for the American

In July 1958 Griffith was
on the verge of asking per
mission 1o move here for the
1959 season. He changed his
mind. Agnin late in the 1958

th ed he
e mnumu

In the meantime, Cleveland
had shown some (nterest
this territory. At one siage

olistions became rather

rst time he
ne would take

.,

here wind:

Among  promising  starting pitchers
wmdll'l Llp with the Twins is Paul Giel ¢

for zm- 0ss. A few years ago Minnesotal

wire cheer.

his prowess on the University of Minnesota football field

the bull by the hlwm the
mext day at the spe ct

Nered with,
chairman of the metropolitan
sports area commission and
Bover, vice chatrman
stated his definite

transfer of his

s b 26, one
o beftee: {De: {Xone ik
ue was (o meet,
rough the

hours of the morning, Moore
1

fith's offer with Gardon
Ritz, Wheelock Whitney, Jr,
(original backers of the Con
tinental league) and  this
writer,

About 1 am. there was a
meeting of the minds. Moore
was instructed to phone ac
ceptance of the offer to Grif
fith.

Twelve hours later—3 pm
Oct, 26—Minneapolis and St
Paul had a franchise in the
American league
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Two DREICER AWARD Steaks
SILVER BUTTER KNIFE

Complete dosble Sikean steah dinves 191 Lwd

GOLD BUTTER KNIFE

Complete deable porierhcae steak dinner for twe of thre
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