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twins 135w Eridge Collapse

Newsworthy sports days
quickly get put in perspective

< REUSSE FROM €1 There still were options for  hour later, the camera people  ~There were 10 of us going
# sports columnist for Thurs-  were pulling out plugs, wrap- 1o the Twins game in two cars,”
Thestory on the rivals from  day’s edition. The Twins had  ping cards and hustling hith-  Matt Ryan of Litthe Canada said.

Liga Mispana fought its way in-
t0 Tuesday's sports scction on

four consecutive victories and
two comsecutive nights of dis
sension in the chubh . Sud-

page C6, " iy one
of Flores' photos,
Then came Tuesday's news

denly, the much-praised Ryan
was taking more heat from his

erand yon.
“What gives™ |asked.
“Didn't you hear®™ ane of

these fellows said. “The W

bridge by the university col-

“We were a couple of minutes
from the bridge. Then, traffic
‘Dasically stopped. W couldn't
figure it out. Somcone in the
car next (o us said, “The bridge

cycle and more huge head-  players and the sporting pub-  lapsed. It's bad. Real bad ™ collapsed.’ So we took the next
lincs far the sports soction. Joe  licthan wasthe Timberwolves' — The camera people and TV cxit and came down here. 1
Christensen, one of our bases  muchemaligned MclLale, reporiens were gone in a cous  cant believe it”

ball writers, came up with the
best Twins story of this season:

S0 checking |
denly sassy T

ple of minutes. | packed up,
went o the parking ramp be-

Tim Gagne from Roseville,
the grandson of Verne, was in

Johan Santana, the game's best  tion, as was mecting three of  hind Target Center and exited  the group. “1 woke up this mom-
pitcher, ripping Generl Man-  the Wolves' new young players 10 go .. where? wsmd s.w what Santana had
ager Terry Ryan und owner-  from the Gamett trade for a1 wound up crossing the  said and 1 was so mad at the

ship for choosing to subtract
Castillo and add nothing to the
tenim af the trading deadline.
Any other morning, thae story
gets the big splash an our sposs
g and acouple of sidebars to
mw!munanmwmm

7 pm. news conference.
AlJeffersan, Ryan Gomes and
Sehastian Telfair were going 1o
be there. Taylorand McHale also
were scheduled to appear in
public for the first time since
trading the only superstar in

g it
space with Tuesday anm\mnk
official confirmation that Min-
neseta’smost monumental trade
since Fran Tarkenton came hack

‘With some input from col-
Jeagues, it was decided 1o go
with one of the new Wolves as
acolumn subject.

Hennepin Ave. Bridge, took
a right on Main Strect and
headed down the cobblestane
street. There were afew people
il siteing in the sidewalk ar-
«as in front of cafes. But most-
ly there were folis in running
clothes, and on bikes, and even
pushing baby strollers head-
ed toward the end of the road

where Main Street dead-
ends maybe 150 yards from the

‘I‘\mm. lu-m:l"lmhmnm

in And now:
anmmh’—mlw
kind of silly for being that upset.

“Johan's mad. Garnett gets
traded. I doesn’t mean as
much as we think, does i

Hiis friend Scott Walsh from
St. Paul said “Doesn't mean &
thing™
‘Walves owner Taylor would
agree. He postponed the news

from the New York Giants in Ia the local TV sta-  1-35W bridge. conference and also revealed
1972 had heen completad. tions all made the same deci- We saw the smoke, saw lhe that his granddaughter had
Garnett had gone to Boston  sion: the Wolves news confer-  bridge and its onthe bridge when it col-

for ﬂw pmywn and rwo Na, |

fces. And be had add
ed to the dramatics of the sit-
uation by pointing to Walves
awner Glen Taylar — not bas-
Yetball boss Kevin McHale —
as the man hehind the trade

ence over the Twins for the lead
tape on their spors

The cameras were all in
place in the back of the room
when 1 walked past the loca-
tion of the news conferencs at
6 pm. When [ rerurned a half-

gle, moved off the streec lo
make room for the emergen
cy vehicles.

Several Twins

lapsed. “She called,” Taylor
said, meaning she was saic.

as close to the bridge asthe po-
lice tape would allow.

4t todS and 745 A and &0 pm.
P ——

« JOHAN’S MAD. GARNETT GETS TRADED.
IT DOESN'T MEAN AS MUCH AS WE THINK,
DOES IT?» T Gagne Foeile

TARTARE: - mucmg

Ascene of rescue, shock and debris at the site of the | g collaps

Twins decide to play game, keep people off streets

Jist :

BADWATER ULTRAMARATHON

wnthan

per
Blake Benke, s Wayzata native who lives in New York, finished the
135-mile Badwater Ultramarathon about S pam, July 24 Hewas

wighth overall with u time of 30 hours, 56 minutes and 59 seconds,

Runner braves
desert heatin
135-mile race

# California’s Badwater Ultramarathen poses the
ultimate challenge to a few dozen elite runners each
summer. [t isa challenge to be savored for Blake Benke.

By STEPHEN REGENOLD « Special 1 the Star Tiibune

e bitter pill that is the sport of ultramarathon — foor-
races of 50 miles or mare — is unusually hard to swal-
low in Death Valley Mational Park, where each July the
Badwater Uliramaraghon attracts 5 men and women (o ran 135

miles through the desert sands and (o the mountains beyond,
Indeed, sun bakes almost all life from the sand in Death Val-
ley. where the lowest point of elevation in the Western Hemi-
Mars, rocky and dead, a basinen-

«crusted with salt, haking in heat that can rise past 120 degrees

onacommon day.

But for racers suchas Blake
‘Benke, a 30-year-old Wayzata
native, the bottom of Badwa-
ter Basin marks the beginning
of a journey many years and
‘many training miles in the
maki

“I'v“fm\hﬂllmhli!.ﬂwalrr
for years.” said Benke, now a
resident of New Yotk City
who started running mara-
Liiu'n‘]s whi.kmknd.\mg H.KU.b‘

joined the Marines :ml com-
peted in triathlons.

“Badwater seemed like the
ultimate man against nature
challenge,” he said.

Billed s “the world's
toughest footrace,” the Bad-
water  Ultramarathon  fol-
lowes roads for 135 miles from
Death Valley, through three
mauntain ranges, and up and
down thousands of feet of el-
evation o at u trailhead
on Mt Whitney in Califor-
nia at 8360 feer. Runners go
nanstop, tromping through
the day and might past tall
dunes and over mauntain

«I'LL
PROBABLY
CUT BACK ON
THE RACING.,
MAYBE JUST
MARATHONS
AND 50-

ach couldn't handle it Ben-
ke said.

With a refined dice — con-
sisting mostly of encrgy gel
and a liquid shake mixture
u\ﬂml Perpetuem — Ben-

back Intn 4 groave an
mﬁll\ fcl] on his fimst day of
race.

e wore o headlamp af-
ter dark, ity bobbing beam on
the road abead slowly hypno-
thzing his exhausted mind, At
ahout 3 am, Benke rested for

« BRIDGE FROM C1 Twing public address announc- “The Twins made the right “We have a Jot of folks —  passes. 10 minutes, his longest single
er Adam Abrams informedthe  call” said Jim %mm’. o fan  obviously fans, season ticket Average finisher times dur-  break during the entire event.

“We were driving along. crowd about the bridge’s col- from St Paul. “The lust thing bolders, front office employ-  ing Badwaterboveraround40  Duybreak  brought  re-
chatting away and because we  lapse. The Twins asked for  the rescuc teams necded was  ces, workers—that  hours of consistent pavement  newed energy for Benke, and
were talking, we missed the ex-  people's prayers, Abrams said,  a bunch of people streaming  were impacted by this” he mid.  poundingand foot travel.  as he approached Lone Pine,
it,” Levigne said. "W found out.  and he reminded fans to leave oot of this building and onta  “I’s a tough night to play basc- Henke's Hadwater experi- a town at the hase of Mount

after we got to the ballpark that

calmly if necessary and lo'bee;\

the streets”

hall. From what we know at this

ence began on July 23, s 10

‘Whitney, a surge of adrena-

ifwe hadn't missed chatexit,we  cell phone use o the game, an-  point am., when he started jogging  line wok over,
‘wauld have been on the bridge ‘Within seconds of that an- nouncements were made alert-  fios isaccounted k-r.!-ul Im-'t north in a whice sun suit with “I had one of the fastest
at the time of the coll nouncement, the Twins usual  ing fans of strect closings and  know if we'll know that until to about 85 other runmers. He

"Heﬂllng that shoak me 1o

upbeal pregame music started,

aliernate routes home.

mormow or the next day™

kept a fast pace for the first

times up the final leg,” Benke
said, referring to the moun-

and the players took the ficld o St. Peter said, to his knowl- 17 miles, pounding out con-  tain climb up to the B360-foot
e pam, after the two  maring applause. The crowd  cdge, all of the Twins players — seutwrocr uekosa msessery oo secutive 85 minute: miles to  finish line at the Whitney Por-
teams exchanged lis was later al 24,880, il fe. " shary keep hun near the front of  tal trailbead,

money + business

Fird it on Surdlay in the paper and anline 24/7. Al the news you want, on fhe dat

For Hovee delivery, 5105737799

ecom

hit his low point. About one-
third of the way through
the course. stemach problems
started w0 averwhelm.

1 puked in the sand” he
said.

His support crew, which
traveled in a car to assist with
food, water and first aid, as-

sessed his ealorie intake and
advised him to cut back.

“T was eating up o 500 cab-
oties an hour, and my stom-

He finished Badwater
about § pum. July 24, complet-
ing the race in 30 hours, 5
‘minutes and 52 seconds, tak-
ing eighth place overall.

Benke starts a new job next
‘month in New York, where he
Mve! wuh This wife, wnrkmg

water, he said,
was the pmmde of his run”
ning career so far,

“I'll probably eut hack on
the racing” he said, "Maybe
just marathons and 50-milers
from now on.”
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