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Fox weathers first major decision as Twins president

By Jay Welner
Staff Writer

Friday was the longest day of the
year. For Howard Fox, it fell even
longer.

\Last nigat, afier the annosncement
thiot Ray Miller had repisced Billy
Gardner as Twins manager, Fox an-
swered questions sboul his biggest
decision since belng named feam
president Sepl. 7,

Quesilon. What did Baltimore Gen-
eral Manager Hank Peters tell you
that sold you on Ray Miller”

er. Let me go one

your.
with you, I'd sever given much
thought o gefting rid of our manag-
er, And | said, If we were going 1o
4ot rid of Bim, who in the worid

would ¥ou put 18 his place? Betieve
me, 10 save my life. I colén’ think

One bit of advice | gol many years
age was when Lee MacPhail took
over the Baltimore ciub. He told me.
“Tl never ever be caught without
somebody in my miscr leagues
wto's capable of moving up and
managing in the major leagoes ™
It wasnl until Wednesdny, when it
looked like we wouldn't be sble fo
make any kind of deal lo improve
the club, that | started o relive that
o have 1o do some
thing. Yes, just two days ago.
W af Hank

Peters. Ana 1 said Hank, “You just

wis (¢
and Cal Ripken, Sr. 1 said tell me

A7 | ki 1o operaie & president of
abost that do
where [ be? In e nut-

Ball managers get fired. Somebow or

weve
different type of motivation. T think
thai this ballciub, when the season’s
over, is going fo end 5p being com-
penitive and exciring.

Actually, | think that we've boen

very r
idn’t have aaythiag like the recond
we had made & move seOner.

Q. Bul there are o lot of people who
ase saying that Haward Fox let Billy
Gardner twist in the wind because
Howard Fex couldn't make ihe trade
st could belp the Twins. What do
you say to that?

A 1 cam caly say there are o lat of
and general out

presidents and general managers
ere who are fwisting with me, ¥ho

Miller: Well-spoken, smooth and superstitious

Sttt Writer

Raymend Roger Miller suddenly is
an Uhe soene.

11185 pm. ot the Meirodome and he
s 0 time for

ol his 23:year

neatly dressed 1o & (s sports

and blue pants, with & glgantic Ori-
ales World Series ring on each

He In wellspoken, firm, direct, but
somewhat cliched,

=1 want o establish & ‘we' ltitude
The

" L
develop o club 1 would like to devel-
| would be based an
whal's given fo you and nat
ving wwhy ARYIhIng. and that goes
back to simple *

He is smooih, bui there Is fire in
i, noumwmn&mm

Minnesota winters?

“1 don't mind snow. I Bought a three-
whoeler inst year, First thing 1 ever
it for myself in my life. I had
more fun in my life than | ever had.
I woukdn't mind driving around in
some Minnesatn snaw,” Miller said,

Ray (RabbID Miller, with three
years of managing in the Puerto Ri
can winler lengue behind him, with
Instructi

e first one of the
modern, post-Griffith era.

s he & thoroughly modern Miller?
Or does e conslder himself oldfash.
ioned?

“1 think I'm inteliigent_enough 1o
deal witn n situation whes | have
10.” be said. He Is flexibie.

He writes, He wriies down every-
thing. He encournges others to write.
He says be believes his note-keepi
ielps his plichers and helps his fiekd-
ers to defense the oppositian.

M 10 Temember | write
1nnd dawn_ | seem Eo retain things if |
write them down, Ussally, T throw &

1o af otes awy.”

By Roman Augusioviz
Staff Writer

Buseball fans standing purside the
‘Dome, strulling lis corridors or put-
ting mustard on thelr hot dogs inside
were wondering. "Who ls Ray Ml
r”

Or, it least neariy all 20 askea aboat
him Friday might were.

said ey were sorry that Billy Gard-
ner wos fired s manager, but that
tha Twins bnd tb do something.

Here's a smpling of opinions.

W Hugh Pittenger, Mankato, Mine.,
general manager for Coca-Coia:
“Thats iife. I don't think it makes
any difference who (he manager is
1o (he feam ... I'm & manager, loo,
and we're scapegoats. If my people
s wel, 1 gt rewaraed 1t my sales
arc bad, ['m vut, My poople arc
doing very well, fortunately.”

® Eab Eischens, Apple Valley, movie
rental store T
dent) Haward Fox shauld have gone.
Wnat o ioes Miller nave
oiher than being a pitching coach? [
e Toceeas

bis Thursday night awaiting
rd Fox's decision.

Miller has his pitchers write. too.

Ihe 61 games (sctusly &1) the pitch-
ing has walked |ess than three per
game. 115 like 29 per game. Thars

liked Billy, He was Hkesbie snd
knowleageabie, & lot like Bud
Grant.™

W Joci Hagberg, Appie Valley, sport-
ing. goods sabesman “Bily was the
wrang guy o fire. Why coside™ they
e that guy (Miller) ns the pitching
m&-’mmwmm

WHarols Weinshenker, Winnipeg.
Masitoba, social worker: I dant
thiak Billy was the gay to turn things
around. They needed & new spark.
revitalization. But no, | didnl know
nything about Miller until this after-
noon. How many people pay sftes-
tian o pltching coaches?”

W Joan Schoening. Edine, bousewile.
T 2 for By T con Roaw .

disuppoinied ihey got rid of Garaser
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down and you taik sbout it I'm taik-
ing about 8 ments] mistabe sad I'm

Tl Rawe 1o tell you (8t some ober
fime.” be satd, smiling.
-
“Reaily, if a boring story.” he said
You can never call him Rabbit unti
Stewart,

¥i

Suddealy, there was 8 new Mioe-
‘agolis Miller, He is the Twins manag-

couldn't make that trade either.

Q. How did Gardner react whén you
told him’

A. He was unbelievable. He pul the
at ease. He said, “Loak, I've boem in
(his game a loag ime and | know the
situation.” And 1 really ik ibat
Billy will come back and work- With

Q. How are you feeling now about
the tiring?

A. 1S tsugh. Ir's traumatic. | didn')
‘p ot il ast night. Nobody iikes
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