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Kirby Puckett 12602006

Memories
of Kirby

“When | came to the bigleagues
with Seattle [in 1089] I watched
Puckettand admired
theway he went
abou: things, the
way he played and
handled himself [
decided | wanted to
pattem my game after his — bea
good, solid all-around player like

REACTION FROM FLORIDA

Memories
of Kirby

*| was there the day
that Dennis Marti-
nez hit him in the
eye [with a pitch in
September 1995 . He
never really came
back from that. That
was sad in itself To see this, it's
heartbreaking.”

him” Bell
Royals manager

Ken Griffey Iz,

Reds outtielder, to Dayton Dadly

News sportswriter Hal McCoy

"What an infectious player he
was, Hewas one of those guys
whose personality rubbed off

"I got tosee him go o - ssscted Press. 011 thie team, He was a leader, A
into Foarm Tory Gw&kﬂ.mﬂmcymwalmmnw&mhamhmwhmm Players and big-game player. He was a guy
roorn, that wasit, | s o Kty Pkt e i a1 that was s loase that | would
kernow he was fine - Iiterally have conversations with
=t Heavy-hearted Twins pl Evtehe
and he felt like he ea‘ e e a’ On! hitting when [ was
neededa glass of wa- behind the plate. [ re-

tey and that’s when it hit him, he
spilled it and that wasit.”

Ron Washington
Former teammate, in Sunday's

as youngsters carry the load

® Ron Gardenhire and Torfi Hunter stayed behind, but the rest of the

pmh h.u:r in the top of the sec-

mermber one time on
3-C count | said "You
swinging? He said,

"You throwing a fast-
ball?' He was always that loose

San Franciseo Chronicle Twins stuck to rough their grief. b-dm].drhn B ;wh‘ e he could have 'h"'f‘“*
By JOF CHISTENSEN dothe bestwe can” wasn't looking forwsrd to hitting banter writh you. But certainty

christensonggstantribunc. com

Torii Hunter, another close

anywery.
*We said, ‘If we knew you didn't

aguy you didn't want tosee up

“He had all that encrgy The r;:i:m companion, also missed it - there when the game was an
1} J - the Iri t
{ but.hehadthatorle,  _ MADENTON. rin - The song tholry e o iohi cha bad, v would e Jine with runnersin scoring
Everythinghedid e from the loudspeakers, right Be of @n fices e the ciutiuiase.”in-- whth & s, 0% ast o0 Mg position.
didrightand hard” fore tae training game felder Nick Punto. ssid. “Ies 31 And today was just a day where he
Tw\hr: md on the day l(rw nmfilmmf;‘:bee]n drained (I:‘e.l-dnm anything over except Bob Melvin
% Puckett out yers], too. See- fasthall™ g
Charlie Maruel ‘With sunshine splashing down ing Torii Hunter — it made me  The Twins took Periins off the Dmm?ndbar.ksmamge!whn
Phillies manager on McKechnie Field the Pilts- emotional just seeing how shook hooi for the loss, rallying to tie the  Played against Puckettas a catch-

burgh Tirates ran t their posi-

hewss”

soore in the seventh before Pirs-

eronsix American League teams

tions, the Twins started twid- But despite u:urnr' sorrow, the  burgh went abead for good with an
p N ing their bats, and there it was —  Tuins did some of the things they  eighth-inning homer by minor leagm-
Hewasjust Puck”’Iwentontwo  15n, Fogerty singig, “Puk me i, do best apius the Piaies They  er oy Sl .
caravans with him When Twas coach . Lookatme. Icanbe.cen-  played sound de-  Later the questions for Perkins,  “Kirby was the spark-
there, he was the rer;ii B mﬂ ﬁ[;;;:mr brm Zi.‘;-e's:“snm‘ Puckett. 5 plug that ignited
ot o Toay m the [ d pet any bigger” i
fxceofthe Mg The Twinshad heavy hearts,but i Pemmmd‘vf'\enymlmldm- fore E“m“sfsm'
sota Twins. HEMAde the becchall went on Monday ma  And they hada fimw langhs, ton.  nesota, you think Kirby Puckett Who couldn't Iook at
everybody feel good 54 lnss to the Pirates. ‘With Johan Santana, Carlos Silva Actoss the clubhouse, Denard  himandnot smile?
He had one of those Bench coach Steve Liddle de-  and Francisoo Liriano away for the  Span, 22, got ready to board the bus Heusad tosay Tlove
alities that scribed the two-hour busride from  Wanld Boscholl Classic, the game  back toFort Myers Spanwasa first- —— ypieoonos B gy e
JPPIRTT i e LI Fort Myers, Fla. as“very somber”  offered another chance for Glen  round pick in 2002 and some view 111 BAME And we love o
when hewalkedin Early in the morning, word had  Ferkins tm make an Two him as heir apparent to Hunter in it On behalf of Minnesota, Mary
the room, he lit up the room. “mfab[;::vuﬂn Armmimtil llhmpﬁwh‘(l ‘)-\-Is‘mmﬁm‘ n mmlr Puciet! I5|:ldpw| m&tnl:rfmk]- and lextend our heartfelt condo-
- + Pro it make it Minnesota, Periins some  Spansaid Puckett .
“The spn:ghu ha;j:smp pf]:y— e vy S lencestothe Puckett family.
Ing was the year before my first Hon Gardenhire, who  inni l',-nmmdmbmm “he beat
big-league camp. Still,he was had heen a coach under Tom Kel-  This time, Perkins got a chance Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty
there all the time. I lived in Min- Iy for the final six years of Puckett's mm\.mdh-qutkl;mlm:d):nw Bm dnl: prospects really on-
esota od with him the: career, decided thi trip he canbe. Iy know Puckett from the flicker-
nesota.[bowledwithhimthere.  Cliay ur Piree bty o, R mes L 0TH!  iog TV mgramad i logead (e
1t's hard to believe. “Gardy was already having a burgh, after jose Castillo beited o has built through the Twins orga- Ve arevery sad-
luuzhmnrnnulwnnuf [Sundayl” three-run homer. By the time the nization. dened by the sudden
Carey Koskie Liddle said. "As we got more news  inning was over, Perkins “These guysnever really had the  and unexpected
= AR this morni eight batters and thrown 41 pitch-  opportunity to be around him,” Lid- . |
Farmer Twins third baseman Gandy fust finally said, Tm not in cx. Under Natinal Leagme rules, die said “And I tell you, it's some-  Passing of Kirby
the mood | can't go today” Liddle and pitching coach Rick thing they've been cheated on. Be-  Puckett. Kirby played
So he told me totakc overand  Andeson lified Perkins for @ causce he's something special” the game with such
o "It's a sad deal Even passion and enthusiasm that he

though he wasa
fierce competitor, he
was  very likable guy.
[t's way too soon”™

B

Hunter hit hard by news of his mentor

was beloved by players and fans
throughout all of baseball. An
feom in Minnesota, Kirby's con
tributions to the game and all

RIDA FROM C1 drills they must do for coach Rick  ofies World Baschall Classic game to- e
Stelmaszek. But be said he intended  day. Ontiz was one of manyopposing.  Who love it willstand asa lasting
Robin Yount 0 "fly through this ane,” as he dealt saddened by the news. Hunt- tribute to his life”

Hall of Furner, ex-Brewers star

“Hiewasn't ene of those guys wha,

Puckert
stroke btu:dny md wwwdmn

with the news about P

players sadder
er mid Cincinnati Reds star Ken

blood and relicve pressure on the — Stclmaszck and former manag:  Griffcy Jr, stopped by the howpital — p e
brain was unsucoessful. er Tom Kelly knew Puckest longer  overnight to sit with Guardado and
Puckett, 45, died Monday after-  than most people with the club.but  Clayton Wilson, the Wolves equip-  Saseball players union leader

noon at St, Joseph's Hospital and

still tried to conduct business as

ment manager who used to work

Medical Center, for the Twis f Puckett’s
1f)\e>vta1keddwm the street, that Tho ey was ik oy ) p
yout thinkhe was 8 good player.  wigh many ‘Twins com- Mews of Puckeery  Everybody loved Kir-
1t Mk Leee Trevino, You see him on ing © grips with the «I'MSTILLIN A DAZE.I'M ALL MESSED UP. » dcnerinrxnm: eon- by. That bowling ball
the street,and ifhe wanted toplay ~ knowledge of how the dition spread quick-  hody and shaved head.
mein golf,Id think, md\-’r"ﬂalm to end.  Toril Hunter, Twins cutfielder, a few hours after Puckettsdeath Iy around the league. Hewas a very likable
. ' eyes around Phillies manager
Sheet, yeah Hammond Stadium on Charlic Manuel got ~ ™an and played the
"Same thing with Manday morning made their feel- “Obwiously, everyomes mind a call in the morning from former game hard.”
Kirby. Youlook at him inggs obvious., was somewhere clse” pitcher Kyle  Twin Ted Uhlaender, who visited
. "Il Mr»mﬂp\mnlathepwk Lohse said Puciett on Sunday.
and you wouldn't said Humter, whom Puckert had oac ook the news harder  Manuel was given thenews thar BURch Wynegaz
think hewas a good en under his wing. “T muldnllhmk than Hunter, who dressed next to  Puckett was not expected to live.  Farmer Twins catcher
player,and he wasa about bascball and could not pet  Puckett in his first major league  Manuel was so crushed he canceled
great player, He was the type of dressed to workout™ spring training camp in 1996 and his pregame media briefing
dinat ekt Hunter sat in front of his club-  bas pone to him time aod again  “He was my fvorie plyersaid L
guy youwanted up at the pl house stall somberly. Gardenhire, for advice and laughs. Hunterand  Manuel, who coached Puckettin the E8
with the game on the line. He along with coaches Scott Ullger Puckett often talked of one day minorleagues “Hewaseverythingl  than life. There was
didn'tlook like hecouldrun,and ~ and Jerry White, opted not to take  playing together, which never hap-  thoughta player should be.” somethingsospe-
ecoulrun ke adeer He didrt :hr\nph)l!ﬂdrmn mphyl‘ms— pened because Puckett's career m...h.:;wm.:h.: a mghd;:::ﬁ cilsbout the ey
Toalk like he could hit with power, :heduh!mheand spentthe mom-  of glancoman s right eye. ‘White Toay Offva. Rod Carew and people thought of
and he could hit with real power. ing trying to pet updates about “I'm still in 2 daze.” Hunter said Sierm were sitting around him. His persenality

He could throw as good as any.
body. He was just a great player.”

George Brett
Former Royals third baseman
and Hall of Famer

Puckert's condition.

“Most of the people who were
closely associated with Kirby
stayed back,” l\lms(.tn:rd
aper Terry Rysn sai

'lh:pi.i)mwhuclm(ma}:m-]
crips mustwork out at “Camp Stelh”
a lighthearted way to describe the

zﬂ"l?l‘hwszﬂﬂ' Pucket died. “T'm
Asll.ed:ypnsrd.ﬂmwrﬂ:r
zncdﬁ:np

hlm.lellmgmnes 1o Jift his spirits.
It hel ya fitde.

Several hours later, Flunter was,

“1 lost more than a teammate
and a friend.” Hunter said. “T lost
Kirby™

was infectious. He had that kind
of effect on people.”

Laurel Prieh
Ferrner Twins traveling secretary
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