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WORLD BASEBALL CLASSIC

This
Classic
could be
aclassic

® Several WEBC teams
sport enough firepower to
nake the tournament an
interesting affair after all

By MARCOS BRETON
Sucramso los

Amid all the whining and
Ametican apathy toward the
World Baseball Classic, it's
Toen easy ta averlook ane im-
portant point; This Classic
eould be o classic.

“Thie first true “world” series
could be a blast, 8 rare shot in
the arm for baseball that's ste-
roid-free.

Tn fact, the only real problem
with the tournament — aside
from ignornce among some
American players mc-
dlia — is that it's been rigged
50 ‘Team USA has an embar.
rassingly casy path, facing
Jightweights such as Mexico,
Canada and South Africa (not
a misprint) in the first round.
Team USA opens play today
againgt Mexica in Phoenix.

Led by Alex Rodriguez, Der-
ek Jeter and Roger Clemens,
‘Team USA includes power-
‘Thouse gringos such as Chipper
Jones, Mark Teiseira and Der-
rek Lee of the Chicago Cubs.
And what a bullpen, including
— among athers — Chad Cor-
dero, Brad Lidge, Brian Fuentes
and Huston Street, the Alselos-
er and last season's American
League Rookie of the Year

MAJOR LEAGUE NOTES

COMNORS - Associatod Press

L
Team USA outficlder Ken Griffey Jr.left,and his father, coach Ken

TODAY'S GAMES
Pool B

Griffey Sr., shared a laugh during batting practios Monday in Fhoe-
i Team USA will play Mexico today in the World Bascball Classic.

* United States vs. Mexico, 3 p.m., Chase Ficld, Phoenix, ESPN2
« Canada va.Seuth Africa, 8 pm., Scottsdale (Ariz) Stadium

Pool €

Panama vs. Puerto Rico, 6 pm., San juan, Pusrto ieo
Pool D

+ Dominican Republic ve, Venezuela, noon, Orlands, ESPN
+ Australia s, Yialy, 7 pm. Orlando

For their part, the Mexi-
eant bom new As starter Es-
tchan Loaiza, aging slugger
Vinny Castilla, former A:!\Hv
ic Brubiel Durazo, three guys
in the outfield named Garcia
whoaren't even related — and,
hapefully far them, a cooler full
of Coroua,

The quarterfinals in Ana-
beim would feature USA games
apainst Japan and South Korca,
who have already advanced

m an Asian group that
played its first-round games
over the weekend in
True, The Japanese with lchi-
o Suzuki are no pushovers. But
barring a team-wide bird flu,
Team USA will reach the finals
in San Diagn an March 30 with-
uulhd\'mgph\'rdamm
apainst two teams wich equal

or sy

rior talent —
thu\dlhel"omilﬂﬁn Nr-ub-
Or

Puckett was the greatest
Twin to ever play the game

sid hartman columnist

- ® Teammates, coaches,
| opponents, sportswriters
— they all adored the
late, great Kirby Puckett.

was around in 1961 when the Twins ar
rmd from Washington, D.C., and with the
lack of progress for a new stadium, If my
Bealth holds up, I likely will be around when
the team leaves.

Without a doubt, the most popular play-
er during the Twins’ 45 sexsans of existence
would be outfielder Kirby Puckatt, who un-
fortunatcly suffered a serious stroke !mnday
in Whﬂnk Artz., and died Monday in
nix ot age 45,

Pucket:, Harmon Killebrew and Rod Carew
mwmm nl the Twins in the Baseball Hall of

I'm sure Fmnot alone when | say he was the
Ibest player to ever play for the Twins. Puckett
was one of the big reasons the Twins won the
Warld Series in 1987 and 1991,

Furthermore, he was unbelievable lender,
the best I have ever scen. He controlled the
dubhxm If anybody got out of line, he han-

dled it during the 12 years he was in a Twins
uniform.

Yes, and e had the utmost respect from op-
posing players, who would gather around him
i i bek

game y
a crowd like Puckett. They worshipped him.

Dominican s
Fla—a tha might have  Call him indispensable
been the final were the Classic Chicago Cubs President Andy MacPhail,
organizers not Americans. lh:‘l'wmg:u:nl -for their two world
start- ips, described Puckett “as the hest
in Johan Santana of the Twins, “He made the players around him better,”
Preddy Corcin and Carlos  MacPhail “Whether he pot them
Zambrana, amaong others. On 1o relax hg' teasing them and having a good
the other side, the Dominicans time out there like Shane Mack, or by getting
field a linewp of superstars in~ on other guys by telling them that they need-
David Ortiz. Albert Pujols,  ed toget better”™

Royals’ Redman has knee surgery

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kansas City Royals left
hander Mark Redman under-
‘went arthroscopic sungery on.
his left knee Monday to fix a
Jateral cartilage wear.

There was no
immediate word
onwhen Redman,
a former ‘Twin.
would return. He
was acqiiired ina

counted on (o b
starting rotatio;

Toe Rayals n.m Redman
would be next

Maonday against San Diego but
the swelling did not subside.

Redman has » 5366 carcer
record with a 447 ERA, and
the Royals arc his sixth club
since 2000.

Rueter retires

Kitk Rueter rctired, coding - million

a 13-year major league career
during which he became the
winningest left-handed pitcher
in San Francisco Giants history.

Rueter, 35, finished with a
130-92 record and a 4.27 ERA.
He won 105 games after join-
ing the Giants near the end
of the 1996 scason, surpass
ing Mile Tast year

belps
the weay for the city to sell §535
illion in :
for the new stadium.

» Major league baseball teams
will start seiling approved sup-
pkmm:l.uphyu-smmem)ﬂ

drug tests.

ternational, a company based
in Ann Arbor, Mich. centify
Oncea

s centificd. teams

W!e]mnhemmuprmglrmn-
fre camp n Surprise, Ariz.
Redman had swelling in
the knee after a two-inning
start Thursday against Texas.
He was scheduled 1o start on

TWINS NOTES

as the lefty in San
Trancisco history:

Rueter went 27 with a 595
ERA in 2005 and was designat-
rd for assignment on Aug, 14,

team signed him during the
uf!newlu

Twins add 12 more hits
to fast start on offense

JOF CHRISTEMSEN
iRt Tt com

HUADENTON, FLA, - Granted,
it's early — oh, so early — but
the Twing are off to a decent

start offensively this spring.
They had 12

‘more hits in Mon-

day’s 54 loss to

the  Pitsburgh ;’

Pirates after en- G

tering the game
Tanked fnun:n
in the American Cuddyer
League in batting

average at 306,
Michael Cu, had two
hl:s agamﬂ'[’mmurgh. glvwg
fim four hits in seven spring

at-bats. Terry Tiffee had two
doubles, and Nick Purnite went
3-for-4.

“Twins pitchers also entered
Monday leading the majors
in strikeouts, and they added

cight more against the Mrates,
Eiving them 47 in six games.

Durbin improves

After giving up five runsin
one mnlng in his first spring
D, Durbin tossed

Pittsburgh, giving up only
one hit

But bullpen candidate Willie
‘Byze gave up his second home
un in as many uuum ms
time on

will buy the products and make
them available for resale to
their players.

InScoreboard:
Spring training lincscores. €11

i

[H

i

ramy Burnitz to start lhr Ihnd
inning.
On deck

The Twins will play the New
York Yankees today for the first
of twa times this spring, with
Brad Radke ing Shawn
Chaeen Former Yankee Ru-
e Sierma, who is 3for-5 this

spring, plansto makethe tripto
“Lampa with the Twins.

‘MacPhail added: “You could never dog it
around Kirby. msmaz[mmsm
first base in exhibicion, thar are going to
get mn!d(lll"“e‘x:]wly! going full tilt, and

aanl?elwnlsmfnﬂveedallrlwuw
He just had 2 tremendous impact.
~1 told the Chicago writers today thar,

couldn’t have won without [Greg] Gagne,
we couldn't have won without [Dan] Glad-
den, we couldn’t have won without Jack
Marris. We couldn’t have won without Tam
Kelly, we couldart have avon vithout a ot

of guys. But the most indispensable gy we
had was Kirby.*
Buck called famous homer
TJack Buck was already one of the most fa-
play-by-play
9 Serie by
‘Braves and Twins for CBS.

But Twins fans will always remember Buck
best for his famous call of Puckett’s home run
Leibrandt to end

“Into deep left-center,” Buck said in the bot-
tom of the lithinning. “For Keith Mitchell And

M MEINE, A ated Press
‘Bascball Hall of Famer Kirby Puckett was with
euta doubt the most populur player to ever put
«ena Twins uniform, not enly with fans but with
“his peers in the sport as well,

« WE COULDN'T HAVE WON
‘WITHOUT ALOT OF GUYS. BUT
‘THE MOST INDISPENSABLE GUY
‘WEHAD WAS KIRBY. »

ANDY MACPHAILL, former Twins GV

we'll see you tomorrow night!”

Clark Griffith. the son of the Late Twins own-
«r Calvin Griffith, recalled it being a no-brainer
when the decision was made to recall Puckert
from the minor leagues in 1984,

Clark recalls the decision a5 3 30-second
conversation between his dad and former
farm dircctor George . who recom-
mended the decision. “We were struggling,
and we needed him.” Clack said.

A great friend lost

Former Twins first baseman Kent Hrbelx,
whe was Puckett’s teammate for 11 seasons,
said: “Puckett revived baseball here. What
you remember is he always had a smile on
his face. And he made such improssion on
kids,"

Like Kelly said Monday, I dont know
wh:lr T would have been without Kirby
Pucke!

Pemns]ly, 1 have lost a great friend who
probably ent ‘me more than any ath-
late I have mr covered. And he was a friend,
tou. His postgame news conference would end
and he would time after time yell, “Sid., do you
need anything?

He made an impact on and off the field more
than any athlete | have ever covered,

S0 Martran can b hoard weekitays on WECO &304 at
kD, A0 o A0 .« iyt o

Uncommon, more dangerous
form of stroke affected Puckett

# He suffered a hemorrhagic stroke. in which internal
bleeding put pressure on his brain. Doctors wanted to
relieve that pressure quickly through surgery.

LEARN ABOUT k
STROKE

More information about
strokes i available ot
wwwatartribune.com/lt4s,

By GLENN HOWATT
Roangicans bue com

The type of stroke that ap-
parently killed Kisby Puckett
was a relatively uncommon
bue more dangerous form of
lhﬂllnm.mﬁnglnm-

mm:hnpmnxi:.“umm
o-director
of the chllh?nﬂ Ncunwas.
cular Institute in St, Paul.
The more common form
of stroke, known as lsch-
‘emic. results from a bload
clot, which deprives the

cal specialists. brain of oxygen. Most isch-
Pucket sur- emic strokes with
gcry Sunday afternoon, e medication,

portecy o rellevs pressure
on his brain caused by inter

.unshdmr,aﬁn mn'mn;
a stroke in his Arizona home
earlier in the day. He died

strokes.
mw-aheyfwwimrw-
ing strokes, as

docsors ty to Tk the dam.
age by relieving the pressure
a5 so0n 3s|
“Then el bel
of preventing

The key culprit in hemor-
rhagic strokes is high blood
pressure, which exacts a toll
on the brain's blood vessels.
“At some moment, because
of years of wear and tear on
the vessels, they break and
‘blood rushes into the brain,”
said Dr David Anderson,
«chair of the neurology depart-
meneat the University of Min-
nesota Medical Schoolin Min-

The brain hecomes com-

and rmed to

make room for the blood in
e skull.

“Ic can deform the brain,"

Anderson said. “I is like Jell-

O, and it pulls apart.”

Not much specific in-
formation has been report-
ed recently about L'uc]wu'u
health, but friends and col-
leagues have sald they were
eoncerned aboue the baseball
star's increasing welght, Ex-
cess welght can contribute to
high blood pressure.

In general, black men are
mare likely to die from stroke
and are more likely to have hy-
pertension. They are also less
likely o respond to treatments
fr high blood pressure.

Puckett has said that both
his parents died before age 50
from heart disease, and sever-
al of his siblings have been re-
ported to have had illnesses,

Still, satd Ormiston, itis pos-
sible for those with high risk
factors for strake to live into
old age throngh medieation,
weight control and exercise,

e Howall +613-673-7192
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