In Cub Book,
Lip Is Cinch
As Top Pilot

By EDGAR MUNZEL
CHICAGO, I,

Even though Red Schoondienst,
who led the Cardinals to the pen-
nant, 18 one of Hlinols' native sons,
there will be thousands of Chicago
funs deeply disappointed i Leo Du-
rocher of the Cubs' isn't named
Manager of the Year in the Na-
tional League,

No matter where the votes even-
tually go, Durochor backers have a
case Lthat can’t caslly be argued
away, The Durocher candidacy is
nearly as solld, In fact, as that of
Dick Willams of Boston in tho
American League.

Willlama moved a ball club from
ninth last year to a poennant, Du-
rocher had a team that was dead
last in 1906 and sont it climbing
into third placo, In fact, ho had the
Cubs In o first-pluce tie with St
Louls a4 late at July 24,

Durocher's backers aren't just
from among thoe fans, but also from
his own professional ranks, And
two of tho most vocal are Manager
Eddle Stanky of the White Sox
nnd Manager Bill Rigney of the
Angels, n couple of Leo's products
who manage in  the Durocher
image,

Thoy not only think he should
win the balloting for N, L. Man-
agoer of the Year, but that he
should tako it by a landslide,

Quick Rebullding Job

“There just couldn't possibly be
any other Manager of the Year,"”
snld Stanky, "I've never seen any-
body do as fantastic a rebuilding
job in just two years as Leo has.

“And don't Torget ho had to re-
build them in spirit a8 well as
physiceal talent, This was n ball
club that had been down a long
timo."

As a matter of fact, the Cubs this
yoar finished in the first division
for the first time in 21 years, or
when they wore third in 1946, And
they rolled up their best won-and-
lost record In 22 years.

They concluded the campaign at
Cincinnatl by beating the Rods
two-out-of-three in a head-and-head
battle for third money.

When Durocher took over the
Cubs in the winter of 1965-66, he
had a very weak pitching staif, no
catcher, no center fielder or right
fielder, a second basoman who had
just completed his rookie season
and a shortstop who had played

NOW IT’S OUR TURN

Bravo, El Birdos!

( Bravo, El Sponsor, too-Uno Numero Long Time!)

only three months and couldn't hit
n lick,

The only scasoned big leaguers
he had were Billy Williams, Ron
Santo and Ernie Banks. So Duro-
cher, aided by Vice-President John
Holland, went on the prowl in the
big league trade marts as well as
in the Wrigley farm system.

The Cubs traded reliever Lindy
McDaniel to the Giants and got
their catcher, Randy Hundley, and
a pitcher, Bill Hands, They sent ag-
ing starters Larry Jackson and
Bob Buhl to the Phillies and got
their center fielder, Adolfo Phillips,
and another young pitcher, Fer-
guson Jenkins.

Jonkins Became Starter

In the spring of 1966, Durocher
carcfully screened his farmhand
pitching talent and liked Ken Holtz-
man. Ken was 11-16 in 1966 and
along about August Durocher
sprung Jenking out of the bullpen
and turned him into a starter.

The slab corps now has a nu-
cleus and, with the shrewd Joe
Becker as pitching coach, a few
more promising youngsters were
added last spring—Rich Nye and
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Spacial Offer for the readers of THE SPORTING NEWS
FREE Busch Stadium Color Piciure with each order.

Goldtone Ashtray
Cigarette Holder
$2.00 Post Poid

Bottle Opener
Ball
Yellow Gold finish
$1.50 Post Paid

A smairl gift to your-
self or friends.

Ideal Accessory in the
office or home for
men Or women,

Enameled Red, White.
A beautiful addition
to any coliection,

All products are
made in U, S, A,
and are satisfac-
tlon guaranteed,

Dealar Inguirles
invited,

Storling Silver Basehall
Charm Pocket Knife
51.50 Post Poid Kw Chain

$1.00 Post Pald
Has » real keen blade.

~Write name of article and how many wanted or simply check article wanted
and cut ad if you desire and mail with your remittance 1o

Box 461, THE SPORTING NEWS

2018 Washington Avo.
St. Louis, Mo. 63166
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Leo Durocher

Joe Nickro, two youngsters land-
ed in the free-agent draft of June,
1965,

Now Leo had a staff because
Nye and Niekro were sensational
as first-year men, both hitting dou-
ble win figures. Holtzman won nine
without a defeat even though he
was in military service most of the
time and Fergie racked up 20 in
only his second season,

And the bullpen got new young
blood with the addition of Chuck
Hartenstein and Bill Stoneman.

Meanwhile Hundley became a
standout catcher with a punch,
Kessinger developed into one of
the better shortstops in the league
and Phillips was becoming less
erratic defensively.

Bruin Briefs: The Cubs missed
the million mark in attendance be-
cause ©of miserable weather the
final week, the last contest with
the Cardinals being wiped out en-
tirely. . . ., The Cubs drew 977,226,
. . . Last time they drew a million
was 1952. . . . But despite the dis-
appointment it was quite a jump
from last year's 635,891. . . . The
Cubs saved their biggest inning for
the third-place clincher against the
Reds September 30 when they sent
eight runs clattering over the
plate. . . . The Cubs liked bargain
bills. . . . They swept six, split 11
and lost both ends twice.

NEW Deluxe Sport
and Opera Glasses

Now, put yourself into the 3 &
action at any avent. See i onl
shurr, brilliant images. Fine $5 nﬁ
quality three power coated .

lenses. Easy to carry. 4va"x2", (compar, val.

$12.) Buy two or more at 10% discount. We

pay postage anywhere. Send cath, ¢heck, m.o.
SPORTSVIEWER

P. 0. Box 329, Dept. Q, New York, N. Y. 10016

barrassed.

Twins’ Attempt
To Blank Mele
Strikes a Snag

TWIN CITIES, Minn,

Sam Mele, given the back of
the hand by some members of the
Twins when they voted on World
Series shares, won’'t be disinher-
ited after all.

If Commissioner William Eckert
doesn't order the Twins to give
the former manager a slice of the
melon, then 11 players and one
coach will give Mele a share out
of their own pockets.

Mele, who led the Twins to the
pennant in 1965, was fired last
June 9,

When the players voted, Mele
was given nothing after several
alternatives were mentioned.

Trio Backing Mele

Dean Chance, Al Worthington
and Earl Battey argued in Mele's
behalf. They then decided to
make up the share among them
and were joined by Dave Boswell,
Rod Carew, Jim (Mudcat) Grant,
Harmon Killebrew, Tony Oliva,
Cesar Tovar, Sandy Valdespino,
Zoilo Versalles and coach Billy
Martin.

It is not without precedent to
have a commissioner crder play-
ers to give a manager a share
after they had voted originally to
ignore him,

In 1948, the Braves attempted
to cut off Billy Southworth, who
had piloted the club all season,
but Happy Chandler intervened.
He decreed a full share for South-
worth.

And last year the Braves at-
tempted to ignore Bobby Bragan,
who had been their manager for
111 games, being replaced by Billy
Hitchcock on August 9.

Eckert, using the Southworth
case as a precedent, ordered a
partial share for Bragan.

Queried about the action of the
Twins players, Mele said: “I don't
care about the money. I am em-
I lost my respect for
some of those fellows, but I am

deeply grateful to the people who
supported me”
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(Continued From Page 9)

off Gary Bell was No. 380 of his
career for Killebrew, who this year
rose from 20th to 14th in the all-
time ranks,

Rod Carew bolstered his bid

for rookie-of-the-year honors by
finishing with a .292 average, al-
though he went hitless his last 12
trips. -
En route home, Club President
Cal Griffith was brimming. Not
with joy nor enthusiasm, but un-
spilt tears of wait-until-next-year
disappointment.

It wasn’t a happy departure from
Boston.

Still, it wasn't entirely appro-
priate that two mounted police-
men had their horses facing away
from the Twins' bus when it left
Fenway Park.

After all, the Twins were far
from the tail end.

Twin Tales: One day after the
season ended Jim Kaat received a
heat treatment from trainer Doc
Lentz and the next day more
treatment on the ultra-sonic ma-
chine. . . . Cal Ermer finished with
a 66-46 record after replacing Sam
Mele on June 9. . . . The Twins
held or shared first place all but
three days in September; October
was one day too long. . . . Al
Worthington planned to contiue
college classes in Birmingham
three days after the season ended;
he'll receive his bachelor’s degree
in social studies this December.
. . . Rich Reese finished with a
pinch-hitting mark of .317 (13-for-
411' .. 1
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