Lightweight Zoilo Carries Big

By MAX NICHOLS

TWIN CI'TH-S, Minn,

“"Walk coound Harmon™ is an old game for American Leapgue piteh-
cre The wdea i v walk Harmon Killebrew with an o important runner on
svd ol bivees, et the nest hatter- or hitters-—out and beat the Twins,

And the only way the Twins ever have bheen able (o win that baseball
veersaon ol cheso over an extended period of time 1o to follow Harmon with

g couple of concanrent chappaers,

Hob Alle.on carreed the load for years,
B b help From T Hall aned 1on Mincher.,
Leanedeed to California.

ALrar grorne 1N

And in more recent seasons,
Buat Mincher amd Hal)

Allison is tryaings tao make o compe-

Diack v the "Dwiaes” Noo b hitter, bhut he needs help in the power middhe.

roeally tabkey two Iatters ol
lowings a0 man ke Kaillebrew 1o
ks i etbective” sanl coach
e Foeernon, "D bhattimge imatrae
fern Lometines thesy ean alford
tor worlls Tharmom aned the<tiext i,
el coinetitnes they waill et the
man after Yoomon out Yeaving: it
gy toy thee Noo 6 hitper

And anta that No 6 ojob wallied
shortatop Zoilo Versalles,

o, Viersalles o well Knowwn n
thee A T o o stronges hilter for
oo 108 poand-, o danprerons hattey
who cian pop oo home ran once an o
and soveragpe 25 doubles or
Ve,

‘I

while
POre

Versalles Flashes Speed

ot he's even better known Tor
b specd. He batted  leadoff for
more than three seasons. He seor-
el 120 rane i 1965 when he was
the Moot Valuable Plaver in the
A T He's never heen really con-

siddeved Tor o role in the Fute-prtoe
duction heart of the hineup.

Uintl tha springe.

Versalles started of this season
dan the Twains” only ntter who dae
vered consieerently with runners
TIE FHERE % FERRCH N msericedd into ”h*
Noo G hincap spot behind Allison

amd wartbhan o oweel e came
thirvmae b wathy Drves Tt 1y ey trnes
at  bat with runnerys in scorimnge
Prorsition,

1 Dike battimg axth,” said Zailo,
“Alwavs belore, Pye hat o up at the
top of the Tinecup- Noo 1 oor Noo 2

ENJOY SPORTS?

., ’

How would you like to
he a sportscaster?
Earl Gillespie,
Award-winning
Sportscaster
tells you how!

CLASSROOM OR HOME STUDY

Earl Gillospie. famous spartlscasier. and 6
other famcus names in the bioadcast field
have creatod a brand new trailing course
for people who would hike to be disc jocheys,

sportscasters, newscasters, annoyncers, etc.

H you quality, you train either at one ot our
racho TV studio schools coast.-to.coast or at
home through our unique spare-time train-
ing program. Good jobs are plentiful ~—
mcomes high., Free placemen? assistance
fo our graduates.
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Harmon Killebrew

the
cipthth spot. Only a few times have
I batted sixth,

“But 1 hke hatting with runners

or down at the bottoni-—in

on base. You concentriate  more,
s o tough job, They're poing to
walk Harmon o lot in touph pames.
Wae've pot 1o score runs. ™

Versalles™ job will be complica-
tedd by the fact that the 'wins can
expect o see only the best left-
handed pitchers this vear. So far
the Twins have fielded only two
or  three lefthanded hitters at o
tinie—Tony Ohiva, rookie Rod (Ca-
rew and now and then eantcher Russ
Nixon,

But Zoilo started off at a 350
pace, while the rest of the Twins'
run-production department appesr-
od to be standing still,

Zotlo hit his big one in Detroit

F'-' Stl
By MAX NICHOLS
TWIN CITIES, Minn.

Manager Sam Mele refuses to
tike credit for the Twins pulling
out of their April nosedive of er-
ratice plav,

Base-running  mistakes and fun-
damental fielding troubles seemed
to be cut to a minimum immediate-
[v after Mele fined two players in
Petroit.

The Twins leaped out of their
lethargy in the spring of 1965 after
Zoilo Versalles was fined $300. And
they won more games than any
club in the American League after
Versalles was fined twice in a July
[-3 series at Baltimore in 1966.

But oven with all that history,
Mele refuses to take the credit.

Pitchers Sharpen Up

“How can vou tell if the fines
were responsible for the club play-
ing better?” he asked. “The play-
ers were fined for what they did,
and that's all there is to it. 1 don't
know if the fines affected the club.

“1 do know that it helped for our
starting pitchers to start pitching
the way they can.™

Mele levied two fines after the
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Load in Twin Swatting Scheme B

- |
Cal’s Son Joining Twins
On Road to Learn Ropes
TWIN CITIHES, Minn —
Clark Geriffith 11, son of Twins’

President Calvin Griffith, has
started  traveling with the
Twins this spring as a4 move

toward learning the operation
of the olinh,

Calvin started out as batbhoy
and worked as farm club man-
ager, farm general manager,
traveling  sccretary and farm
thrector before succeeding his
uncle, the late Clark Griffith
as the club’s president.

Clark Il is a gpraduate of
Dartmouth University. He had
to drop out of law school this
yvear because of illness. This
summer he will help co-ordi-
nate the ticket sale for an eox-
hibition game with Atlanta,

when he tripled in the ninth with
two runners on base to break a 2-2
tie. Killebrew had been walked.
(One week before, Zoilo had singled
home two rurs in the cighth inning
with a chance to win,

“Versalles has taken even cuts
mstead of taking o big swing for
the home run,” said Manager Sam
Mele,  “He's making sure he hits
the ball, and that's what we need.

“1 considered moving him up to
the No. 2 spol, but we have to
have help down below in the line-
gy,

Roilins Tough in Clutich

There are otiher possibilities for
that No. & job if Versalles falters.
IFarl Battey batted sixth for the
Twins for several yvears. And Rich
Rollins is a specialist at driving
in runners from sccond and third,
But neither starled out hitting in
April,

And Battey was sidelined for
more than 2 week by a torn rib
cartilage, adding to the pressure
on the Twins' offense.

“We started with Carew batting
fifth,” said Meole.  “But 1 think
that's too much pressure for him

right now as a rookie. 1 want
him to relax.
“Allison belongs in the middle

with his power. H he gets going
this spring, it will be a big help.”
It's been said and written that

the Twins are banking more on
their pitching staff than ever be-
fore.

But Allison feels the Twins' line-
up will produce the needed runs
over the long season.

“I'll bet this club hits more home
runs than we did last year (144)
or the year before (150),” said
Allison. But the Twins’ history in-
dicates that Killebrew can use help
in home-run hitting,

When Mincher, Hall and Allison
had trouble hitting the first half
of 1966—batting behind Killebrew—
opposing pitchers seldom gave
Harmon anything good to hit.

Harmon has often said: ‘“‘It helps
to have someone hot behind you.
But you still have to hit the ball.”

Twin Tracks: Earl Battey was
hoping to recover from his injured
side earlier than the medics pre-
dicted. He started swinging in cold
weather at Cleveland less than a
week after the injury. His rib
cartilage was torn when he was
throwing to second base in a pre-
game warmup. Jim Grant
started the season pitching well,
and he hurled one of his very best
games in losing, 1-0, to Steve Har-
gan at Cleveland. . That could
be an optimistic sign for the
Twins in 1967,

Twins suffered a 12-4 loss that was
unusual in disaster.

Tony Oliva’s home run was trans-
formed into a single when he pass-
¢d base-runner Cesar Tovar., who
was tagging up at first base. And
Jim Ollom stood on the mound
after a wild pitch, engrossed in
a4 rhubarb with Detroit's Denny
McLain  while a runner scored
from second bacse.

Mele did not announce who was
fined. But it was believed that Ol-
lom and Tovar were penalized.

“Oliva was doing a natural
thing, rounding first base and
watching the ball,” said Mele.

Twins--Blunders Curbed Quickly

“Tovar had the play in front of
him. It was a long drive to right
field. He couldn’t have run to sec-
ond base after tagging up if the
ball had been caught by Al Ka-
line in Detroit's short right field.”

Ollom’s pitch was in close to
the legs of McLain.

“l called him an unprintable
name,’”’ said McLain. ‘I had drop-
ped the bat.”” Ollom offered no
alibis.

“The Stupidest Play™

“It was the stupidest play I ever
made,”’ he said. “I've always cov-
ered home on that play—even in
sandlot ball.”

There were other mistakes that
night, too—a misjudged fly ball,
an outfielder shying from a fence,
a wide throw to sccond, a pitcher
walking the opposing pitcher.

But the Twins bounced back the
next two days and won the series
at Detroit—and they continued
playing good baseball on the trip.

Maybe Oliva had the answer
when he said:

““Sometimes when things go bad
—real bad—the players start think-
ing about it and start playving bet-
ter baseball. T think that's what
happened.”

White Sox

(Continued From Page 11)

than Hansen and Adair—not a
peep! ¥

Stanky then shook his head and
grinned crookedly as he recalled
his first session with Adair after
the White Sox traded Eddie Fisher
to Baltimore for him last June.

‘“You know, I began looking for
that take-charge guy from the first
moment 1 took over this ball club
in the spring last vear,” said
Stanky. “‘I just couldn’t find him.
When we got Adair in June, |
thought maybe he would be the
man.

“l called him into my office
and told him I needed someone in
the infield to take charge of things.
You know what he said? He blunt-
ly stated, ‘I'm the quiet type, my-
self.” Well, that ended that.

“My best candidate seems to
be McCraw, since he’s such a
stanndout at his position. I've been
talking to him about it. But you
really can’'t change a fellow’s per-
sonality. He either has that gift
of leadership or he doesn’t.”

Reminder for Pitcher

Stanky was asked just what he
expects of a holler guy or a
take-charge guy. Does he have to
pe a demonstrative, flamboyant
type, shouting defiance and ready
to fizht at the drop of a hat?

““No, not at all,’”” said Stanky.

“All T want is for someone to
take charge of things in the in-
field—go to the pitcher and remind
him to keep that ball down, calm
him down when he’s wild.”

Sox Yarns: Tommy John de-
veloped a blister on the middlc
finger of his pitching hand when
he hurled against the Yankees,
April 25, and missed his next turn.
His luck was wretched anyhow
with Tommy claiming that of the
ten blows off him, seven were
broken-bat hits. . Frank Lane,
advance man in trade negotiations
for the Orioles, trailed the White
Sox for two weeks, but left no near-
er a deal for a pitcher than when
he arrived.

In the first 14 games, the White
Sox grounded into 22 double plays,
an average of more than 1.5 per
game. . . . Last season, they werc
low in the American League with
94 for the full schedule. .
Johnny Buzhardt injured the
Achilles tendon of his left foot
covering first base against Cle:vE-
land April 30. . . . After the first
six home dates, the White SoX
were 28,634 behind last year in at-
tendance because of the foul
weather.



