Twins Build Flag Dream on Hurling and Defense

By MAX NICHOLS
TWIN CITIES, Minn.

It was late at night and Sam
Mele looked worn from a four-day
trip with the Twins to Caracas,
Venezuela.

The Twins’ manager was still on
the runway, walking away from
the airplane, when a reporter ask-
ed him about the Twins.

“We played bad baseball,”” Mele
said. ‘“‘Just plain bad baseball.
And it wasn’t just 12 errors in four
games that I'm talking about.

“Our base-runners were picked
off base. Outfielders missed cut-
off men. Pitchers balked, one with
a man on third base. We just
messed up routine plays.

“Some players complained about
the field in Caracas. But Kansas
City had to play on the same field
and didn’t play near as badly.

“I'll tell you how bad it was. If
we were home, we would have
worked out after every game.”

Working out after exhibitions
became Mele's theme this spring.
His statements weren’t just the
result of a long trip that left him
tired. He drove the Twins hard.

Fundamentals Important

“Every player who makes mis-
takes stays after the game for
special practice,”” Mele said. And
he was making two major points:

I.—With less power and more
pitching than ever under Mele, he
wants a well-drilled team on fun-
damentals, a tight defensive club
to squeeze maximum effect out of
the veteran mound staff.

2.—There were statements last
fall that the players wanted Mele
to be more of a ‘‘take-charge”
manager than he was in 1966. This
was his way of taking charge of
the club.

“With the pitching we’'ve got, it's
important that we win all of those
1-0, 2-1 and 3-2 games that we
can,” said Mele. ‘“‘Pitching is 75
percent of the game only if the
fielding is there to make it that
much of the game.

“So every player who makes fun-
damental mistakes stays after the
game to work on his mistakes.
And I feel that day-by-day we have
been reducing our mistakes.”

Mele feels the Orioles have to be
the team to beat in the American
League *‘if their pitching problems
can be solved.” But he says that
both the Twins and the Tigers are
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capable of catching Baltimore. And
he gives the White Sox a chance
because of their depth in pitching
talent.

The Twins have more pitching
than Baltimore and less power—
especially since Minnesota traded
Jim Hall and Don Mincher to Cali-
fornia for Dean Chance and also
added reliever Ron Kline to the
roster,

Sam Wants Tight Defense

Mele would like to build a de-
fense that’'s just as tight as Balti-
more’s. And he figures he can
have a good start with catcher Earl
Battey in peak condition already,
Zoilo Versalles at shortstop, Cesar
Tovar at second base and Ted
Uhlaender in center field to pro-
vide a strong middle.

But in trying to build that de-
fense, Mele has run into problems
with the hitting of Uhlaender and
rookie third baseman Ron Clark.

“If Uhlaender can learn to hit
the ball with more authority and
just hit .250 or .260, he’ll help us,”
Mele said. “He covers a lot of
ground in center field—makes hard
plays look easy.”

Uhlaender holds a big key for
Minnesota. If he makes it, then
Tovar can stay at second base.
Mele can choose between solid-

hitting Rich Rollins and glove man
Clark at third base, and the lineup
is set. Bob Allison has taken over
left field with a good spring per-
formance.

Harmon Killebrew possibly has
had his best spring ever, with no
injurics and no moving around
from one position to another. He
has been stationed at first base
with no changes. Tony Oliva, of
course, as a former batting champ
and a .300 bitter, is no problem in
right field.

“Killebrew could have the best
season of his career,” said Twins’
President Calvin Griffith, after
Harmon hit his sixth homer of the
spring. “‘He looks terrific at first
base, and he's had no problems
with his swing. He's in great
shape.”

With Hall and Mincher pone, the
Twins have only Oliva and Uhlaen-
der as lefthanded hitters. For that
rcason, the Twins have looked for
lefthanded - hitting outfielders  in
trade talk.

Rollins Clutch Swatter

As il stands, Mele must try to
replace Hall and Mincher with a
comeback from Allison and the
speed of Allison, Tovar, Versalles
and Uhlaender. If Rollins returns
to the regular lincup, he can be ex-
pected to take up the slack in driv-
ing in runs.

“I'm not worried about my de-
fense,”” said Rollins. ““When | was
a rookie and in my second year, |
just concentrated on my hitting
and let the rest take care of it-
self. That's what I'm doing now."

Coach Billy Martin and Mele
went along with him completely.

“We just told him to relax and
be a competitor,”” said Martin.

If Uhlaender fails to make it this
year, things can get pretty well up-
sct for the Twins., Mele might try
to move Tovar to center, and that
would leave a hole open at second.

Frank Quilici and rookie Rod
Carew are being considered in that
case. But Quilici is a righthanded
hitter, and that would leave Oliva
alone with the lefthanded bat.

All this means the Twins are
thin in another important areca—
the bench. Walt Bond is the vet-
ceran of the pinch-hitters. The rest
are relatively inexperienced—Andy
Kosco, Sandy Valdespino, Rich
Reese, Quilici and Clark.

It's plain that the Twins are

Twins Shutting Off the Power

Fans Seeing Grass Again
After 80 Inches of Snow

TWIN CITIES, Minn.—After
more than 80 inches of snow
in the Twin Cities this winter,
most of the white stuff had
melted off by April 1 at Metro-
politan Stadium.

Of course, groundskeeper
Dick Ericson and his crew
gave it a hand by hauling much
of it away in trucks. But Min-
neapolis and St. Paul fans
were secing prass and  side-
walks for the first time in
months during the final week
of March.

built more around pitching than
ever before,

The Twin pitching staff is a rival
to those of the White Sox and In-
dians for the title of best in the
A. L.

Last year, the White Sox led in
carned-run averapge with 2.68. The
Twins were second at 213, But
even Chicago Manager Ed Stanky
has lauded the Twins.

“The Twins definitely are a con-
tender because of the addition of
Chance and Kline,” Stanky said.

Six Veteran Starters

The Twin staff starts with Jim
Kaat, Chance and Jim Grant, all
former 20-pame winners. Dave Bos-
well, Jim Merritt and JTim Perry
give Mele six veteran starters 10
choose from. Rookie Jim Ollom, 20-
game winner from Denver, started
late and his progress was inter-
rupted by the death of his sister.

Twin Tracks: IDarly Wynn, Twin
pitching coach, became a prand-
father on March 29 when the wife
of his son, Early Joe, gave birth
to a baby daushter, Merle

Harmon, Twins' broadcaster, be-
came the father of a pgirl after
four bovs. . The Twins drew

5,200 for a night game with the
Yankees in Orlando, the largest
crowd since the new stands were
built in 1963.

The Twinsg didn't move above
the 500 mark in exhibitions until
they had plaved 19 pames. A year
aco, they finished 13-15 in the
Grapefruit League. . . . The Twins
cut to 32 players when they drop-
ned pitchers Jerry Crider, Jerry
Fosnow, Danny Morris, Moe Oeier
and Bill Whitby, plus infielders
Neil McPhee, Craig Nettles and
Greg Werdick from the squad. Wer-
dick had to be returned to the
Cubs for %4,000. He was drafted
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EXERCISE
SUIT

Go get it! That firmer, athletic
figure can be 'ruurs far faster
with the aid of a Trim-Ez exer-
cise suit, See sensational re-
sults '‘on the double’ as you
bend and stretch with regular
calisthenics, athletics, or ac-
tive work around house and
yard, Trim-Ez traps heat to
speed flab into firmness,
doft into solid so you shape-
up sooner and with much
less effort. Made of com-
fortable tight-weight rubber-
ized Krene and designed for
full freedom of movement,
These are the “"workout suits®
used and endorsed by Harmon
Killebrew, Minn. Twins pen-
nant winner and famous
¥ coaches in all sports. Look great,
feel great the proven athlete's
way. Lose girth, gain confidence
with the aid of Trim-Ezx! For men,
r and women, too.
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On sale at sporting goods stores. everywhere,
or send check or money order 1o:;
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Twin Wardrobes
Start to Show
Ponderosa Cut

By MAX NICHOLS
ORLANDO, Fla.

It's the latest thing for the Twins
to po “"Western'™ this spring and
their womenfolk just might follow.

The Twins' lockers are bepinning
to look like they belong to the
cast of Gunsmoke, with new pairs
of hand - tooled western cowboy
boots showing up. And one day a
pretty blonde dressed up like Dale
IF'vans joined the Twins' wives at
Tinker Field.

[t all started when rookic Ron
Clark started coming to the park
in his jeans, his $90 boots and
western-cut shirts, He's no show-
off. Clark wears his duds like he
Just tied his horse out front at the
hox office,

And he almost just did.

The rookie third baseman is a
former rodeo brone rider from Ft.
Worth, Tex. The blonde in the
stands with the western frills is

his wife, Sandy, and she's from Ft. -

L]

_ for $8.000 in December, but could Worth, too.
CALVIN R. GRIFFITH—President HOWARD :A;::ﬁ J[RS;J]M:':::?_::::;: be kept without waivers only if he “Only I don’t ride the way Ron
MRS. THELMA HAYNES—Vice-President stayed on the Twin squad. does,” said Sandy. “‘The last time
PITCHERS— Bats Thrs. Hgt. Wat. Date and Place of Birth 1966 Club 1P W. L. ERA. oy S [ 'was on a horse, I fell off.
i 3.14 Sandy *Slid Right Off”’
Boswell, Dave R 6:03 185 Jan. 20, 1945, Baltimore, Md. Minnesota 169 12 3 y g
Ghance, Dean E R 6:03 204 June 1, 1941, Wooster, Ohio California 260 12 17 3.08 Unhﬂl"p}’ Grant Gets Hook “1 le’
Crant R R &00 795 Aug. 13, 1935, Lacoochee, Fla. Minnesoto 249 13 13 3.25 ! ) t was at my uncle's place. My
Kaat, Jim L L 6:04 227 Nov. 7, 1939, Zeeland, Mich. Minnesota 305 23 13 2.78 After Pitching 5 Frames uncle had a mare that was pretty
Kline, Ron R R 6:03 210 March 9, 1932, Callery, Pa. Washington 39 . wild. But Ron rode her bareback
Merritt, Jim L L 6:02 180 Dec. 9, 1943, Altadena, Calif. r:;::::ﬂlﬂ ;:: 1; 1; gig ORLANDO, Fla. — Pitcher p .th u Roi Lh er arj ac
Oltom, Jim R L 6:04 210  July 8, 1945, Snohomish, Wash. ] Minnesote 10 0 0 3.60 Jim Grant, who must come "“[’? i .r'f_'" 135’51:‘3*:' that I ride. I
Perry, Jim L-R R & :04 195 Oct. 30, 1936, Martin County, N. C. Minnesotr 184 11 7 2.54 through if the Twins are to shid rnight o the back end.
R | 42, Franklin, N. € [orrace: %6 3 's 336 contend for the pennant, was Sandy and Ron were married
i . ' in, N. C. yracuse - ' : .
oland, Jim R L 6:03 190 Dec. 14, 19 rankli | Minnesote 55 g g 322 unhappy as the club entered W]il-lEt'l Ishe :rahs a sophomore in h%ﬁh
Siebler, Dwight . 9 Aug. 5, 1937, Columbus, Neb. Minnesota - Ty sSCchool an e was a senior. She
Wnﬂ‘hinnt:: Al : : EEgg ;ng F:b‘. 5, 1929, Birminghaom, Ala. Minnesoto 91 6 3 2.47 ﬂ:‘E home stretch of the exhibi- started wearing western clothes
CATCHER 1966 Club G. HR. RBI. Avg. tion schedule. Grant sounded during the school’s annual “Ranch
$— * llowed to E $ ua anc
Battey, Earl R R 6:00 225 Jan. 5, 1935, Los Angeles, Calif. Minnesota 115 4 34 .255 off after he was allo Day."
Nixon, Russ L R 6:01 200 Feb. 19, 1935, Cleves, O. Minnesota st 0 7 .260 pitch only five innings in a 6-1 ", - .
Sevcik, John = R 602 210 July 11, 1942, Oak Park, HI. Charlotte 33 i :;Hs i;; loss to the Braves here, April Evidently other Twins like them,
Zimmermon, Jerry R R 6:02 185 Sept. 21, 1934, Omaha, Neb. Sl ' 1. He was pounded fm: eight too. Bob Allison was one of the
INFIELDERS— ) h}tﬂ and five runs first to get a pﬂir of boots thrﬂugh
Carew, Rod L R 6:00 170  Oct. 1, 1945 Gatun, Panama Denver 146 16 94 204 “I needed the work,” Grant Clark.
Clark, Ron R R 5:10 165 Jan, 14, 1943, Ft. Worth, Tex. Minnesota 5 0 11000 comblained. I went' six in- ‘““Ron has been ordering boots,
Killebrew, Harmon R R 5:11 210 June 29, 1936, Payette, lda. Minnesota 162 39 110 .28) : p . ] shirts and hats for them.," Sandy
Quilici, Frank R R 6:00 170 May 11, 1939, Chicago, Ili. Denver 132 11 74 327 nings the last time out and only said. ‘““And Dave Boswell was
Reese, Rich L L 6:03 190 Sept. 29, 1942, Leipsic, Ohio {Hinnt!nfﬂ 3 0 O .000 five this time. That's not prog- talki b \ hi if
_ i ’e alking about getting 1s wile
Rollins, Rich R R 5.10 185 April 16, 1938, Mt. Pleasant, Pa. Minnesota 90 10 40 .245 ress. T
Tovar, Cesoar R R 5.:09 155 July 3, 1940, Caracos, Venexuelo Minnesota 134 2 41 .260 Manager Sam Mele said some.
Versailes, Zoilo R R 5:10 160 Dec. 18, 1940, Havana, Cuba Minnesota 137 7 36 .249 he’d intended to let Grant work Clark says he ‘‘never got hurt
h’* on those broncs. “‘One time
OUTFIELDERS— . at least seven innings. ‘‘But muc "
Allison, Bob R R 6:04 220 July 11, 1934, Raytown, Mo. Minnesota “;"' 1: _}: .ﬁg he th hin fi Es. I had three cracked ribs after a
b PR 0 S o iv 1537 pemmadi venn  Bewe 13218 73 3l hethrew enough in five innings  prapma bull threw me.”
elly, Pat L L 6:01 185 uly 20, . hryirertinng A Minnesoto 57 2 13 .222 0 accou -ven Ron’ t 30%%-inch i d
Oliva, Tony L R 6:02 190 July 20, 1941, Pinar Del Rio, Cuba gl:::::oh li! '55 21 343 f}:aglefr_; ]Tﬂiﬂ ;t'lﬂ;:::;ﬂﬂf {}ui broad shoulders—giving him that
Uhlaender, Ted L R 6:02 190 Oct. 21, 1939, McAllen, Tex. {:Iinn-mra ‘Igg ﬁ ﬂ ﬁ? other pitchers tm lean Texan look. He even dips
nver . ' . uff, instead of chewing tobacco
Valdespi ; Jon. 14, 1939, Havana, Cuba Minnesota 52 2 9 .\76 Snuli, 4
spino, Sandy L L 5:08B 160 B u or bubble gum.

EARLY WYMNMMN—Coach

JIM LEHﬂH—-—:q':h BILLY MARTIN—Ceoach
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