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Twins’ Last, Desperate Bid
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TWIN CITIES, Minn.

That handy guy named Sandy was there when the Dodgers needed
him and Los Angeles reigns as baseball champion of the world.

This was Sandy Koufax not at his best, if you can believe that a man
who pitched a three-hitter was anything less than superb. But he had
what he needed when he needed it. He led the Dodgers to a 2-0 victory
over the American League champions in the seventh game of the World

Series, October 14.

This was by far the best game of an often pallid Series. This one
went down to the wire. The money was still on the table when Koufax,

reaching
Battey and Bob Allison, both repre-
gsenting the tying run, to end it.

As a result, the Natlional League
owns the world championship for
the third straight year.

Koufax didn’t win this one by
himself. A couple of old gaffers
named Jim Gilliam and Lou John-
son, neither of them on the Dodgers’
active roster at the start of the sea-
son, made the difference.

A dazzling play by Gilliam, when
the Twins mounted their most serious
threat in the fifth inning, was “‘the
- difference,”” according to happy Man-
ager Walter Alston.

With runners on first and second
and one out, Gilliam dove to his
right for a backhanded grab of Zoilo
Versalles’ hard smash which was
headed for the left Iield corner.
Calmiy, as only an old pro can do
it, Gilliam beat the runner to third
for a forceout and the steam went
out of the Twins’ best shot.

Kaat Meets Waterloo
Johnson supplied the key shot after
Jim Kaat, pitching with two days’
rest as was Koufax, had stayed even
for three innings. The Dodgers

struck quickly in the fourth. Leading

off, Johnson whipped a drive to left
field which struck the foul pole and
screen for an inches-fair home run,
his second of the Series.

Ron Fairly, the most consistent
Dodger hitter in the Series, then
rifled a double into the right field
corner, where Tony Oliva had trou-
ble fielding the ball.

Wes Parker bounced a high chop-
per over Don Mincher’s head, bring-
ing home the second and final run.

That was all the scoring. Mean-
while, the big thrills were produced
by Gilliam, who was 37 years old
on October 17, and by Johnson, the
32-vear-old nomad of baseball.

The rest of the story, though, be-
longed to Koufax. He was not as
sharp as usual. You could see that
when he walked Oliva and Harmon
Killebrew on the first two of the
three walks he issued.

He was laboring, often coming in
high with pitches. Hé was also a bit
more truculent than usual, frequent-
ly questioning plate umpire
Hurley's calls.

Alston Selects Sandy

Manager Alston had debated
whether to Itart”tﬂl{aulu u;mllg;n
Drysdale, finall ing on )
with the big ng!{'uthander in the bull
pen for emergencies. .

Only once did Alston worry and
that was in the fifth when the Twins
m?de that one big bid, blunted by
Gilliam’s masterpiece.

With one out, Frank Quilici doubl-
ed solidly to left-center, the best hit
off Koufax in 'two games. Rich
Rollins walked while batting for
Kaat and then Gilliam made his
play on Versalles. Alston came out
for a chat with his pitcher.

“I told him not to reach back too
much,” said Alston. “If he needed
help, we had it ready.”

Joe Nossek then was retired and
the big threat died.

“I felt pretty tired right at that
Rrm, but my. legs. They felt heavy
arm, my legs.. elit heavy
and it seemgi like I'd been throwing
a lot.of pitches.”

" Including the forceouts on Ver-

back for one last bit of energy, fanned the dangerous Earl

Sandy’s Scythe

Los Angeles AB. B. H. PO.
w“'l’. ‘.‘ - e - ‘
Gilliam, 3b __... -3
%mned’{. 3 . :

l“h‘- ﬂ e
Johnson, 1f ... 4
Fairly, rt ... 4
Parker, 1b _____ 4
Tracewski 2b _ 4
Roseboro, ¢ ..__ 2
RKoufax, p ...

Totals ....32 % 7 21 1

Minnesota
Versalles, ss ...
Nossek, f .
Olva, rf ..
Killebrew, 3b ..
Bailtey, ¢ ............
Allison, i _ __
Mincher, 1b ..
gtlllil:l. zZb ...
Worthington, p
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Merritt, p ...
bValdesping ...
Perry, P eee....
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Kaat (Loser)
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Merritt ... —

Perry oo evnnnrnnn . L]
tehed to three batters In fo .

(Oliva, Killehrew, Rollins), off Kaat
1 (Koufax), off Worthington 1 (Rose-.
boro), off Kl 1 (Roseboro),
off Pe 1 ). Struck out—
By Kon 10 Evernllﬂ. Battey 2,
Quilici) a‘ Kaat 2 (Wills,
sicl, 'I¥llliltlll 2 (Tracew-
Soro): vy Perry s (Routax), it oy
y BY 3 . ¥
pitcher—BYy lﬁpplu’ln (Davis).
aWalked for Worthington in fifth,
bFlied out for Merritt in eighth.
Runs batted in-— Johnson, Parker.
Two - base hits — Rosehoro, - Fairly,
ﬂ- m - h“ mﬂrﬂktl'-
ome run—J sonm. Sacrifice hit—
Davis. Left on base—Lo0o3 Angeles 9,
Minnesota 8. Umpires—Hurley (AL)
te, Venzon ( first base, Flah-
erty (AL) second base, Sudol g:m
third base, Stewart (AL) left fleld,
Vargo (NL) right field. Time 2127.
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Attendance—3530,596.

salles and Nossek in the fifth, Kou-
fax had retired 12 straight men be-
fore Killebrew revived the hopes of
50,596 yelling fans with the third hit
off Koufax, a single to left with one
out in the ninth.

Battey and Allison, both home-run
threats, still had to be disposed of.
Koufax poured three straight strikes
past Battey. Then Sandy ripped two
more strikes past the hard-swinging
Allison, wasted a ball, and finally
got him on another fast ball to end
the Series. These brought Koufax’
strikeout total to ten, the eighty-
fifth time in his career he has
matched or topped this figure.

“They were lucky,” snarled Ver-
salles, the best of the Twins, overall.
“Today, they get every break.”

That, however, was not the general
tempo. Manager Sam Mele summed
it up. '

“We were beaten by a great pitch-
er,” Mele said quietly, “and he had
to be great to beat us. He’s the best
I've seen. I thought we played well.”

This was only the fourth time in
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THE BLOW that made the Dodgers world Johnson connected off Jim Kaat. Earl Battey is
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champions came in the fourth inning when Lou the catcher, Ed Hurley the umpire.
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Sandy Wins Sports Car

TWIN CITTES, Minn.—Sandy
Koufax, who hurled the Dodgers
to their clinching victory aver
the Twins, was rnamed the win-
ner of the Corvette sports car
awarded annually by Sports
Magazine to the outstanding
player of the World Series.

THE GRAND FINALE

ALSTON’S PITCHING FLANS

LTHOUGH Manager Walt Alston
had said he would not pick his
starting pitcher until just before
game-time, he announced the selec-
tion of Sandy Koufax at the Dodg-
ers’ clubhouse meeting. Choosing be-
tween Koufax and Don Drysdale was
“one of the toughest decisions I ever
had to make,” the L. A. skipper ssaid.
his choice, he  said, “I

figure the Twins are more susceptible

to lefthanded pitching."” Alston went’

on to say that Drysdale would be in
the bull pen, ready to relieve. Then,
he reasoned, if the Twins substituted
lefthanded batters to face Drysdale,
he could counter with his southpaw
relief ace, Ron Perranoski, in the
late innings.

It appeared earlier that the fi-
nale might have to be postponed
because of the weather. A severe
electrical storm, accompanied by
heavy rains, hit the Twin Cities
just at dawn. However, the skies
cleared an hour later.

The Twins figured they had the
Dodgers where they wanted them. “1
was sure we would get back on the
beamn when we got back to our own
park and we did,” said Manager Sam
Mele. “Now (Jim) Kaat will wrap it
up for us,” the Twins' pilot added

confidently.

DODGERS HOLD MEETING

OMENTS after arriving at the
ball park, Walt Alston held a
three-minute meeting with the
Dodgers in their clubhouse. He got
right to the point. “This might be the
last time we get together, so siay in
good shape. . . . Regardless of how
this thing comes out today, I'm proud
aof the whole ball club and I want you
fellows to know it.” After Alston an-
nounced his pitching plans, Ron Fair-
ly broke the silence by piping up:
“Okay, fellows, no use saving any-
thing for tomorrow. This is it. There
ain't no tomorrow.”

The Twing’ starter, Jim Kaat,
declared he was “anxious to geo.”
. Kaat wasn't concerned about
working with only two days’ rest
ponent. “I've piiched g a few
times with two days’ rest,” he said.

Although the Twins had won three
stralght in Metropolitan Stadium and
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the game. “We just haven't played
well here, but we’ll snap out of it

today,” he promised. *"Don’t forget
the Twins have a mighty fine team
and they are tough to beat anytime,

anywhere.”

DRYSDALE HURTS HAND

ON DRYSDALE hurt his right

hand while batting in the fourth

game at L.os Angeles, Manager
Walt Alston disclosed. “He said it was
numb from the eighth inning on and
that it hurt him the next day,” Al-
ston added, “but he said it's all right
now.” The injury occurred when a
bat broke in Drysdale’s hands.

Jim Grant, who owned two Se-
ries victories ever the Dodgers,
would not be sitting back taking
it easy during the deciding game,
he indicated. “If (Sam) Mele needs
me, I'll be ready,” Grant said. “He
might need me just to pitch io one
man and I'll be all set.”

Manager Sam Mele mustered all of
his righthanded-hitting power to. go
against Sandy Koufax, placing Joe
Nossek and Bob Allison in the Twins’
outfield and moving catcher Earl
Battey up to hit fifth. The Dodgers
went with their usual lineup except
at second base, where Dick Tracewski
again filled in for the injured Jim
Lefebvre.

DIVING CATCH BY OLIVA

ONY OLIVA'S diving catch of

Lou Johnson’s pop fly to short

right kept the Dodgers from scor-
ing in the first inning. The hard-
charging right fielder made a shoe-
string grab and held the ball as he
rolled over several times, Meanwhile,
Jim Gilliam, who singled and reach-
ed second on a bunt by Willie Davis,
was streaking toward home in
two-out situation.

After two outs in the Twing
first, Sandy Koufax walked Tony
Oliva and Harmon Killebrew and
Don Drysdale started limbering up
in the Dodgers’ bull pen, Koufax,
however, struck out Earl Bailtey
to end the threat.

Although saddled with a two-strike
count, Maury Wills accomplished his
purpose, advmchm;lohnnrnmtm_-a
and Sandy Koufax to third and sec-
ond bases in the Dodgers’ third. Wills
bunted foul down the third base line,
fouled off two more pitches swinging,
then moved the runners with a slow
bounder to second baseman Frank

' Quiliei, whose only play was to first,

KAAT JOHNNY-ON-SFOT

IM KAAT showed the value of

the
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Alston- First N. L. Pilot
Tn. Win Four World Titles

TWIN CITIES, Minn—~When
his Dodgers won the World
Series, Walter Alston became the
first Nationdl League manager
to be at the helm of four world
championship teams.

His other titles came in 1955-

~ 5963. The only time an Alston
team failed in the Series was
1956, when the Yankees won,
four games to three. Even John
McGraw, who took his Giants
into nine World Series, could cop
only three crowns.

The American League boasts
three pilots with more Series
championships — Joe McCarthy
and Casey Stengel of the Yan-
kees with seven each and Connie
Mack of the Athletics with five.

The N. L. has now prevailed
in 25 classics while the A. L. has
taken 37. _
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as Nossek swung. Versalles had it
made, but it was ruled that Nossek
interferred with catcher John Rose-
boro’s throw and the Twins' short-
stop was ordered to return to first
and Nossek was declared out for the
infraction. Two pitches later, coach
Billy Martin protested that Roufax
balked in making a pickoff move to
first on Versalles.

GILLIAM MAKES KEY PLAY

ANDY KOUFAX wiggled out of a

fifth-inning jam with the aid of

a backhanded stab by Jim Gilliam
on Zoilo Versalles’ smash. Frank Quil-
fcl had doubled with one out and
pinch-hitter Rich Rollins walked.
Gilliam then speared Versalles' bid
for a two-base hit and stepped on
third, forcing Quilici. Joe Nossek
bounced into a force play at second
to end the inning.

the '65 and '55 classics. Ten years ago
lost their first two games

the Dodgers
to




