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tWinS_targe_t field exhibition opener

Rauch
gets call
to close

® Manager Ron Gardenhire
said helikes that plan
because it keeps the
relleversin familiar roles

Ly JOL CHRISTENSEN
iehwistonsengnstartribunc.oom

The committoe was dishand-
rdbe.[&mﬂmrlmldamms‘
manager Ron Gar-
denhire named righthander
Jon Rauch the closer Friday,
less than a week after saying
he would use a closer-by-com-
mittee approach.

With four-time
All-StarJoe Nathan
out of the season
because of an
elhow fnjury, Gar-

an his stafl with

ig-lesgue closing
expericnce. Rauch converted
17 of 22 save apportuniies for
‘Washington in 2008, No one
else on the staff has more than

UFF WHIBLIR: okeebesPstactsane carry
off aball on fvis way to a strikeout in the eighth inning Friday night.

GETl'lNG USED TO NEW IS TASK

S0 i el Gl i s But the flags were st from a wind

Gwm'ien Icm- Crain .md

I.Muna" )n- Mijares in

their s With one des-

|;nltn:l nllw-'n all the refievers
will have & better idea when

they might be asked to pltch, - TWI
Wi always had a good set-up

s, e huse e todohar
whenwe can” Gardenhire eid.
“We have gotten a litthe screwed

Joakout for
begins, the plavers arc wrapping their
brains around the comocept that this s
their home,

hopes the

wmnr....lm.n whugger Albert Pujols  ~You look at the llqz.n gning one way

singled in the fourth, he and Twinscoun- and the current

terpart Justin Morneau talked about 1\\1m manager hen c‘ndnnhlr: sald.

:Ilm—wh‘l:hrihnnkis:irrw “You can see the pitchers on the mound
the back.

up with that when guys weren't crowd of 32,995 — not mlqblmnllwmlhcplut. but the

throwing the ball well, and :r including the 6.500 scats given to con- “Bverything ks good” Pujols sald.  ball scemed to be true.

||ldbecumﬂlnduf|m struction crew members and planning ‘nmdldnwd»bw\lhlhe&m'l Swnswdﬂmﬂrhnl\hklemmmd
aslcd Rach to be committee — didn't cven make it secm mmmmﬁnummw Brock Peterson will head to the minon

the closer on Thursday's plane
vide home feom Fort Myers, Fla,

“1 thought it was an April
Fool's joke," Rauch said. “1r's an
honor that they have the confi-
denee inme to do that”

like a spring training game ng field the two games, but their families
“1 was distracted every pitch” Twins Ikmw\kpﬁuu};mr Friday  traveled to the ' Imemlolmmhg

outfielder Michael cm,m said ] was not far from the colos of the  exhibitions. Singleton i from Californis,

in awe looking around, looking ot the l.mmdnnp roof. Make no mistake, Dinkleman is from lllinois, and Peterson

fans, Looldng around right field at the msumh‘q screamed outdoor i from Wiashington.

Metrodome ~Have you looked around? Singleton

Rnuchmdmwnuld]mvn no  many people's faces and, here, [ went for .ﬁucllmwuumml pregame showers,  said. “This isn't Double-A."
problem backtoasetup  afoulball he line, said hello o peo-  canceling batting practice — and watch-  As popularas Safeco Field in Seattle is,
role If the Twing mdr: for u  phein the front row. You don't get that st ing Pujols” drive rndu-ocuﬂlnmc Peterson, who has been to games there,
closer, but thete are no the Dame, inning get held up by the wind enough for 'mmmummmhw
front office is close to o move, “My bead was on a swivel since the  Span 10 race over for the caich. On Saturday, the goal is o get barting

c
By the end of the first half-inning of  practice in so they can learn more about

A know our first time 1 drove into the ballpark™
siuation right now, and they The reviews on the playability of the Major League Raseball at Target Field, their new hame — mainly, figure out how
wnnl your whole izt field! The fans had a fill of things that would not  the ball travels,

“The warning track was solid. Sight lines  have if the game had been
ware great, Cuddyer said high pitches  played at the Dome. handsa lo,” said Cuddyer, in referenc to
caune at him from the green batter'sepe~ Twins starter Carl Pavano the Minnie and Paul sign in center field
in center ficld but low pitches came our  Pujols’ drive was gone when it left the  that will light up after home runs.

Fans can be proud of ballpark

and it not going to happen,” “We gotta have thane peaple shaking
Gardenhire said Thursday.

The prospect enticing other
teams most s Class AAA
catcher Wilson Ramos, and
thuugh he is stuck behind Joe
Maver, there are indications
the Twing wanld nat mave him
for any eloser, not even Padres
All-Star Heath Bell,

‘Earlier this manth, Garden-

hire checked with Francisco <« REUSSE FROM €1 glanced. This incloded down, where the grass was

Liriano ting fram already as green as Augusta National's fairways,

starter (o closer, leuuovwd Exhibition or not, these folks beenin  thanksto (b i

tostick with st lebrati if the Twins” contest G i Twins at the Met.
Rauch :tlndn G and is  in Target Field was wiped out by rain. when the

wrapped in tatteos, giving hin
amenacing look, buthe doesn't

nents w A J82 hatting average.
For his career, Rawch has held
hitters to a 243 average:

Duu:d:-pm:mm- Tmllmwurmn-nl-—

those carly
pmnhcwvl mr-nnl,hd:ulﬂv:mpuhﬂu

T OIRE - yehastartslouns sam

hmwrnnapﬂlll
And Minnesola’s

‘Idﬂ!‘tﬂ!ll&ﬂtplﬂkﬂlﬂﬂmllmmd

‘The Target Field tarp
Friday night's exhibitien game aguinst the Cardinals.
Mart Holliday and Colby Rasmus homered off

Pavana for a3-2 Cardinals lead. Then, Pat

's bascball fans will remain grate- o throw like we saw a few
fulfor ‘e thied panjor  times & the Met Carew
Teague park, Target Field, withall it
“The first” " ries -
April 21,96 watching. It didn't take long for that to come true.

But Rauch went 51 with & Erector -
172 ERA in 17 inthe big yurses hean pumping.
the Twins last “The first T

from Arizona in a l.alrr\u;uw an exhiion againt Phladelphia on Apeil§, 1962
rodefor pitcher Kevin Mubwey— We,

“T filt likie T was able to make

1 little change and adjusement
hen | cane over here,” Rauch.
said. “Hopefully T ean just con-
i -

“There were fans in the small bleachers down the
right-fickd line trying v start a wave by the third
mning They failed, thankfully

By midgame, the top deck in lef fickd was nearly
cwpty. Hundreds of ticket holders seemed 10 prefer

ing, and also apps m-nmn-.mm
rﬂlmnenlaaparm championships.

“That said. a baseball fan pever could be proud to
call the Dome home — not with the plastic version

Stattwriter Lo VelloE. eal i
eantrban 10 IS Epert.

of inside that big
'11mmumdumm|-marmm The
Twins and the St. Louis C: field and

standing on a platform behind the foul pole. This
gathering seemed 1o be made up of and 20- and 30-
year-olds eager to make new friends.

foe a five-spot in the eighth,
Th: in-house radar gun had Neshek's fastball at hit-
me 86 miles per hour.

The final was 8-4 for the Redbirds. Near the
end of the game, & senior Minncapolis sports-
writer confided to collengues: “The problem is,
this l\uius team was built to play in the

Met:
Tr's eough to dispute a sage, bue it says here thar
there's an outside chance the Twins can bounce back

wnlofncmonlhehalymeﬂuwdslxnmlhe
exception. He had the ballpark's first hit {triple in the

from Friday's win & few in their now
surroundings over the nexr six months,

were surrounded by glorious sights wherever they

tiomal fekling py (o Albert Pujols” drive in the first).
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Spanis the man in Target Field debut: tnple homer, great catch

Dy LA VELLEE NEALII

NOTES

by a major

hesaid,  the other team. I wanted o gecback in

Tnealig starune com mﬂithll'ﬂlmﬂmﬂmﬂ.a ﬂmmlmm"m there and hit. Tt would have been nice
in fhe fist imning o haul down a  shotdown the right-field Fne. hire said. *1 kind of agreed with him  to tip my helmel, but | wanted to be

ins cnter fclder Denand Span _ ATbert Pl dri thatsome thought and wens from there: The sinkerwmsn't — respectful . It's still spring training™
said his mother, Wanda Wilsom, was. i
doing much better far being sruck s §+ exibiticn loss (0L et

Telm, ripiimsbiy T Tk Etc.
with a foul ball that he hit ball kind " Span dh inthe cighth inning. A Double J = Jose Mifjares, checked for blurned
in Tampa, Fla. sﬂd. weas ing in leficenter, and  Aftey he refired his (i vision earlier this week, said he felt

Span o hoped bis mother would. - Pujols it e o el v reachd b o four it amd ton when b it n the cghihinnig. - OK iy and s scheduld o pich

have traveled to the Twin Citics this wakks, Saturday against the Cardinals.
weekend o check out Target Field, m[waﬂa,ulmngm Manager Ron Gardenhire wasn't mosh.tw‘momummmpmw, - Gardenhire was pleased with
but she indicated she didn't want 1o keep my eye on him and my eye on mmmmdhwﬂ» stepped out bmn"shuxlon anp.whngm upﬂu:eruns
1o take & chanee on the weather, oy, P P : over seven inmings. Matt

did she miss her son throw down.
Span raced to the right-center gap

my glove out and made the cateh™ bemg hnme after mlg ﬁun
Span Jed off the first with a triple.  Tommy John surgery in 2008,

“Twas exeired” he said “Tgotchills, and Calby Rasmus tauched Pavano
and | also wanted to be respectful of  for home runs in the fourth inning
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