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MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
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TODAY'S PITCHING MATCHUPS
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LEADERS

TWINS

ByLa Velle E. Neal il
Star Tribaene Staff Writer

DETROIT — When Javier Val-
ontin sin; in the ninth inning
Wedr y, It first hi in
Hn-um,mn Sept. i,

*It felt like my mokie year,”
Valentin suid. *1 wanted to ask
far the hall.”

Twins band-

But he's played
at the Class AAA
level in each of
the past three

Valentin

seasan before getsing called up
Iast week. He banted 266 for
Class AAA this sea-

s, with 21 homers and 80 REL
Valentin, who wmed 27 on
Thursday, is & switch hitter with

705p.m
= e

NOTES

Valentin still chasing dream

know | can play in the big

anager Ron Garden-
d still has &
chance 10 carve out & major
league career.

“THe's still o young man.” Gar
denhire sa had time
here. le's had sume problems
with his knees, bt he has pads

protect him, sc elps.

Th
ywll m.u.h o

Corey Koskie (hruised right
shin) and Terii Hunter

rm) were back in the

neup Thursday. Left fielder

Jones (sprained lefi an

kle) and first baseman Doug

Mientkiewicz (sore back) re
mained out

Twins trainer Sim Kahmann
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NATIONAL LEAGUE

STANDINGS

o
T Cy gosnm.

fet

3

wa e
Bu e
o
an T
% b
ey

Hou
s

e o
Witara )

I
L
]
Wi

T

s
T (1)

Ve ke (P (g B, IR B oad in adwage AHA Aue:
e,

iy s e

RESULTS

waza
Bandege

Fscmn
AT G,

Coafngucs
e =T

] said Jones remained a couple of
SATURDAY days vy from pleying, but that

- s the swelling had gane done con-

WChcaas  3usp ’anmgmm_'lqdnlheﬁmmmg ;nklahlv e was injured Tues-

o 1y

. wait for my chance,” he said. =1 b froocy

Kahmann described it us o
Grade | ankle sprain, i which
\mllnumm:s\ were stretched but
1ot 107

\|im|kirmr’ has been recu
pcr.mm:nmanumhmk

“We s
denhine mll “He's nmhnh\vnnr
mor

Dowlellﬂs
Matthew LeCray url Michael
Cuddyer have talked ahout the
possibility of wineing iwo cham
pmmhl;l tings this season,
h were ey playens a

ldnnuuun. wihich won the Pmr

ic Coast Leaguie ehampionship
ke week. And both, baring in-
Juy, will be on the Twins” post
SEason roster.

“That would be great,” Cud-
dyersaid. “Then | cotid give one
of the rings o my family. "

Ull, which one?

“The PCL ring,” id while
laughing, "That'sa no-brainer.*

LeCroy was called up four
times during the season, but
‘never gt discouraged.
worth it,” he said, "All the
1 bl‘i‘. All the frequent flier

cs.

6 THURSDAY

Clevebnd
OB
el

BIE k

laver  complalnts  have
forces 7 s nfficials w consider
muving the fences n ot Comer
fea Park. On Thursday, o make
shift fence — ubout 16 feet In—
was installed In lefs field during
Dhetrokt’s hatting practice. It wis
o way Lo evaluate the effects of
smaller field,

Comericu Purk's center-fleld
fence Is uu f I‘rum home
plate. The d T GAp 1%
Braued 430 fogt, nid the pser
alleys are 65 feer. Tes built for
1p««(\‘nn!||‘!( s

Ganlenhire suid Dustan Moht
hina drive wleft on Tuesday that
would have been out of any park
the majors, except Comerica,
He came back in the dugout
and started doing push-ups,”
Gardenhive sald.

Etc.
> Twins General Manager Terry
Ryan was asked before Thurs-
day's game If outfielder Mike
Ryan vas ey relatinn to him,
“Only if he hits, " fyan sai
They are not velated, But
Ryan collected hits in his first
o at-bats Thursday,

TWINS from C1

Milton’s performance brief
but encouraging for lefty

The game, which will not be
made up, was significant for Mil-
Iumuimfalhdloﬂdwlu[lh:
secand inning in his previaus
stan Fridsy. He needed 1o shaw
The was ready 1o make that Ocio-
her start. The Twins were so con

tation to make sure be would get
two more startsafier Thursday o
gethis act together.

Although he pitched anly fwa
nn .@ wrsday, he lefl 3 en

pression.
ek hl‘Jlmlﬁmlmron
the radac gun, threw

dmmlmmmglbrm
out of my basom half and using

mﬂq; whm:
comes fiom. and Thad it
Radke and Mays have heen
moved up a day in the rotation
0 they can he an track 1o start
Games | and 2 of the plavolfs.
Milton revealed his spot when
asked if his remai
Tuesday and Sept
enough for him 10 be ready.
“Well, I'm_scheduled for
Game 4 of the playuffs, so lhat's a
long ways away,” said Milton,

whlldumu]luiﬂllmun‘cpl.z
ol

e

Milton (13-9) hoped w cash
in on a terrfic offensive perfor-
mance. Mike Ryan, called up on
Sunday. foalad off the first pitch

out with the maincut

was so excited, then so de-
pressed, inan hour and a half.”
said Ryan, who had several fam-

g o cen-
ve for his first major ieague hit.

Every member of the starting
lineup reached base, with the
first out

Torii Hunt-
er's fielder’s choice.

vhen a nunner reaches base,
e usnally gives his aves
1w the first mll%l one
sime through the hatting arder,
Torins first hase ooach Jerry White

wars holding fistfuls of goves.
Ryan, an outfielder, didn’t
know where his gloves were
when he came up to hat the sec
ond time in the i . White
searched hin found

s gloves
* Byan slipped them on, then
simgled in twu run

halland hit his spors.
*1 was just getting in a groove

and getting Inose,” he said. T was

ot myay. T'm finaly feeling half-

1 et really good tonight. T can't
sve why | shouldn be stronger.
[Thursday] was good, | finally felt
good and had some confidence.”

Al this wark wens for naughe.
Ryan had two at-bats, two rins
scored, two hiss and two RBI
in one ineing — hut were wipes

iy his hometown
of Indiana, Pa.. in artendance.
“There’s nothing 1 can do about
gml (family] was hm. w

t...arno: enjovit
anager Ron Gardenhire
said felt sorry for Ryan.
we had Ryan ger his first hit
and had to take the daen ball
avway fram him,” he saidl.

Hunter, who had missed four
of the past five games because of
a strained night giuteus muscle,
then a sore forearm, was de-
spondent because his TR
grounder in the first inning
wount up being erased,

“Wiat ifT end ups with 99 RBJ"
said Iunter, who's stuck on 91

“Mother Nature got the best
of us,” Giardenhine sail

— La Velle . Noal Wb is ol
Ineat@startribune.com.

ATTACK from C1

Royalsjump
on attackers
to help coach

A folded-up pocket knife was
[ln:l‘d-lldiclx'nr White Sox out-
won Rowand sl
n m ot uftmmlm- fane
ets, and Hoyals closer o
jernander caid he saw security

m:mlqlkoc- i an evi lak-mrlu.

there was a knife. | was

BuYs sa
stunned, so [ was checking 1o see
f | vias sabbed and didn’ real-

mhoa said he had no idea

v he was atacked. 1ie did not

npire Matt Ild
second

[lu irst
lawell or White Sax
man Willic Harris for not imme-
mn:dt coming (o his aid.

“In faimess in everyhody, ev-
eryone was stunned,” Gamboa
wid

The father and son were led
ul‘lllu-ﬁtidr\hamlnﬂ_i Whis

Teed 5, Waeny A socisted Press

basecoach

ght).

leﬂ names will not be released
wintil they are charged.

Reifert said the father will face
a charge of agpravated felony as
saulr. The son, whase age was
not made availzble, will face un-

basehall o do sumething.” Roy-
als outfielder Chuck Knoblauch
said. *Tt is amazing something
Like: thiat hasn Iuppmrxlh.ﬁ)lt
But it is 3 fear of

ke the

Fan hastiliry Last season, when he
weas petred with cups and plastic
bottles of beer, hot dogs and goll
ballswhile paying the uekd at

“'il]l one uu: in the ninth in-
. the nwo fans ran

unln the field, tackled Gambua

and began punching him.

ke, 1vwas o the ground *
Gamboz said one of the men

) eapon was found

weas speaking, but he couldn’t tell
what he was saying,

“The wos yelllng somei
but it was mmhﬂm:. Gamboa
said. “H just happened so fast."

The ‘emtire Royals. dugout
cleared and their bullpen rushed
in from right field 1o help Gam-
baa. Several players jumped on
the fans and punches were ex-
ch d.

eral Manager Kenny Wi .
“Words don T express the sormw

when you laok at a man and he's
load an his face. All he wils

doing was coaching first base.”

Security came an the field
and tried to hreak it up, but it
was several minutes before arder
wwas vestnred. The small crowd ar
Comiskey Park was on its feet the
sehole fime, warehing insmnned
silence

Security finally pulled the
fans out of the melee, @king
them off the field. Trainers at-
tended to Gambon, whe had
binod on his farehead.
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